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Dear BreTHREN, 

As it is solely at your request 
that the following pages are published, I feel con- 
strained by that, as well as other considerations, to 
inscribe them affectionately to you. In a slightly 
different form, they were designed to promote the 
glory of our common Lord, by explaining to the people 
of our charge “the form of sound words” regarding 
the Atonement, as held by that portion of the Church 
in which it is our privilege to labour ; and however 
unfit they may be for publicity, it is enough for me 
that you have desired their publication. 


I am, dear Brethren, 
With unfeigned regard, 
Your servant in the Gospel, 
Wa. K. TWEEDIE. 
December 31, 1842. 
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NOTE. 


As the following Treatise is mainly designed to 
“stablish, strengthen, and settle” believers in the 
faith, every thing has been excluded that did not 
seem to bear directly on that object. Hence 
many kindred and inviting topics have been 
utterly omitted. For instance, the question— 
answered by Rutherford in one way, and Owen 
on the opposite— Could the justice of God pass 
by sin without punishing it?—has only been 
glanced at. The same is true regarding the sup- 
- port that is derived from Reason and Facts, to the 
doctrine of the Confession of Faith, concerning 
the extent of the Atonement in its intended 
consequences and effects ; but as “ the use of edi- 
fying” was mainly consulted, every thing has been 
omitted except what was needful to exhibit the 
truth of God in its simplest form. Whoever 
would see the whole controversy reviewed in a 
way that might have settled it for ever, should 
consult Dr Owen’s work, Salus Electorum San- 
guis Jesu, 
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ATONEMENT OF CHRIST, &c. 


CHAPTER LI. 


The Plans which Man adopts to secure Peace with Conscience 
and with God—God’s Plan—-An Atonement—Its meaning 
—The Mind of God regarding it to be sought alone in the 
Bible—Speculation worthless to a Man in earnest about his 
Soul—Division of the Subject—First, The Mecessity of an 
Atonement, Heb. ix. 22—The Character of God in contrast 
with the Character of Man proves the Necessity—God’s 
Character and Man’s as drawn by the Spirit—No Scheme 
but that of an Atonement can Reconcile the two into Amity 
—Secondly, Nature of the Atonement—A Price Paid—A 
Penalty Endured—A Sacrifice Offered—The Result. 


As soon as man begins to feel that he is asinner, 
and to know the place which he holds as an 
offender against his God, there are various ways 
that occur to him for regaining his Maker’s favour. 
Among these, the foremost and most general is, 
to suppose that God is too merciful and bene- 


volent to deal severely with frail and erring man. 
A 
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His character, it is argued, partakes too much of 
that of a father, to allow Him to perform the 
functions of a judge. He may inflict some cor- 
rection, but will not severely punish ; and lulled 
into security by this infidel theory, there are 
multitudes of men who are living without alarm 
in the midst of habitual sins against the Holy 
Jehovah, any one of which is sufficient to con- 
demn them, if His word be true. 

There are others, however, who feel that this 
foundation is too flimsy to support their hopes in 
the prospect of meeting God. They cannot rest 
on a vague assumption, an indefinite notion of 
mercy, and therefore seek something more pal- 
pable or more personal to rest on. This class 
allege that God will pardon them for their re- 
pentance —that His favour will be restored if 
they are sorry for their sins, and seek to forsake 
them,—in other words, the men who hold this 
opinion feel some need of a Saviour, and they 
make repentance supply the place of his finished 
work, as if sorrow for sin could satisfy God’s 
justice, or wash away their pollution. 

But even this is felt to be unsafe and insuffi- 
cient by others, when conscience is awakened, 
and the soul known to be in danger. To what 
they reckon repentance they must add their good 
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deeds, their charities, their religiousness, perhaps 
their sufferings, and penance, and self-inflicted 
pains. Resting upon these, many look forward 
to their meeting with God at death and judgment, 
strong in the delusion that they have merited his 
favour, and turned away his anger by their own 
right hand. They pass to the tribunal of their 
Judge, like the wicked who have “ no bands in 
their death.” 

Even this, however, is not sufficient to hush 
the fears of others. In them, conscience is yet 
more anxiously awakened, alarm is therefore 
more felt, and the soul cannot calmly contem- 
plate the Judge on the great white throne, in 
the act of pronouncing a decision that admits of 
_ noappeal forever. Something must accordingly 
be added by this class to calm their fears, and 
foster hope in the prospect of death. Sacrifices 
are therefore now offered unto God. Not mere 
repentance—nor repentance, and penance, and 
good deeds together,—but moreover, bloody rites 
are resorted to in order to turn away the dreaded 
anger of the Judge. Even in lands where the 
true God is not known, but where his vicegerent, 
conscience, speaks boldly to the sinner on that 
God's behalf, sacritices for sin have been offered, 
the fruit of the body has not seldom been given 
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for the sin of the soul. And of all the facts con- 
nected with religion apart from those that are 
found in the Bible, this is perhaps the most in- 
structive, that not a nation under heaven has yet 
been found where such sacrifices have not been 
more or less employed. Does it not tell most 
loudly how active conscience must be, how 
troubled sinners, and how galling sin, even to 
the men that love it, to know that, in connection 
therewith, sacrifices have been offered in every 
age and every land? In ancient Egypt, among 
the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans,—in Africa, 
in America,—in short, wherever there have been 
sinners dwelling, and a great God known to 
exist, men have there offered life in sacrifice for 
sin, and not seldom have human victims bled 
upon inhuman altars, in the mad hope of ap- 
peasing an incensed Divinity, or providing man 
with a happy hereafter,—a standing-place in the 
presence of his God. While this universal pre- 
valence of sacrifice holds out one ground of hope 
regarding the conversion of the nations, it, at the 
same time, proclaims aloud the power of con- 
science, and the harassing effects of sin. 

But amid all the dispeace and uncertainty which 
such a state of things too plainly betokens, amid 
the efforts vainly made by man to make his peace 
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with his judge, the true God in mercy reveals 
His mind, and unfolds His plan of securing His 
favour, and providing a happy hereafter for His 
people. A vague trust in the mercy of God is 
notenough. It is soon discovered that repentance 
will not suffice, for it requires “to be repented 
of.” The confession of a holy man—‘“ My tears 
of repentance want washing, and the very washing 
of my tears needs still to be washed over again 
in the blood of my Redeemer,’—is felt, though 
not uttered by every sinner whenever thoroughly 
convinced of his sin. And neither will good 
works soothe the earnest conscience and silence 
the sinner’s fears; for “‘ when we have done all, 
we are unprofitable servants.” Nay, even sacri- 
fices added to good works will not hush the alarms 
of the guilty ; for the very fruit of the body can- 
not take away the sin of the soul. “ Burnt- 
offerings, and calves of a year old, thousands 
of rams, and tens of thousands of rivers of oil,” 
are not sufficient to quiet the convicted sinner, 
for they cannot deliver him from the grasp of 
God’s law. 

But just at this point, when every device and 
alternative of man’s is felt to have failed to silence 
conscience and satisfy its God, He discloses His 
plan of taking away sin and restoring the sinner 
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to His favour. As soon as sin had destroyed 
the happiness, by polluting the soul of man, and 
seducing him away from his Maker, He was 
pleased to give forewarning of deliverance, and 
from that moment onward, the warning grew 
clearer, more explicit, and consistent. Not merely 
- the mode of deliverance, but the character of the 
Deliverer, was bodied forth in the sacrifices of 
Judaism; and in the fulness of time that Deliverer 
came in the body which God had prepared for him, 
to “turn away iniquity from Jacob,” to make his 
people's peace with their offended God,—to wash 
them from their sins in his own blood,—and free 
them in time and for ever from the dreaded wrath 
of Jehovah, by bearing it in their stead. 

Such is briefly the result, as the Christian 
knows, accomplished by the death of Christ on 
behalf of his people. The atonement which He 
offered forms the basis of their hopes,—it is the 
means of reconciling them to God, of expiating 
their guilt, of propitiating, or pacifying, their 
offended Lawgiver and Judge,—in short, of ren- 
dering the Holy God, and the sinner, AT ONE; 
and as that doctrine holds so prominent a place 
in the Christian’s faith, it cannot but tend, by the 
blessing of the Spirit, to build up believers in 
holiness and comfort, to submit a plain and serip- 
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were difficult to pronounce which tenet of our 
faith is to be reckoned the most important :—the 
doctrine of the Redeemer’s Godhead, of justifi- 
cation by faith alone, of the Holy Spirit’s work, 
or of the peace-speaking and purifying efficacy of 
the blood of the Redeemer. The truth is, that 
each, in its own place, may be regarded as a 
central or a keystone doctrine,—take it away, and 
the structure crumbles. But certainly among 
them all, none can be more important than that 
of the atonement, since the God we have offended 
has declared, that ‘“ without shedding of blood 
there is no remission.” In one sense, that de- 
claration anticipates the decisions of the Judg- 
ment-day, for we live and we die unpardoned, 
we have no hope toward God, in time, or for 
ever, were it not for the atoning blood of His 
Son. 

In entering, then, on this most vital subject 
with all possible simplicity, it may be premised 
that in the remarks we have to offer, we avoid all 
abstract statements, and adhere plainly, literally, 
and closely to the Bible, that conscience may be 
quickened, and the heart made better. In at- 
tempting in this form to help forward the grand 
work of preparedness to meet our God, we would 
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avoid all discussion as to what God might be 
pleased to do, or what he could have done under 
another system than that unfolded in His Word. 
For example, speculative men haye wandered far 
and wide to get the question answered—“ Could 
God not pardon sin without an atoning sacrifice ? 
Could he not have expunged our sins by an act 
of sovereignty, and at once have pronounced an 
amnesty over them all?” But enough for us 
here to reply, ‘“‘ Without shedding of blood there 
is no remission.” We know not what God 
might do, but we do know what he has done. 
It is, therefore, with the actual God of revelation 
that we sinners have to do; and abiding by this, 
we dismiss all theories regarding what is possible 
with God, propounding only what is declared by 
him in whose Word we find it written, on the 
one hand, that “ without shedding of blood there 
is no remission ;” and, on the other, that “ the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.” 

In addressing ourselves, then, to this subject, 
our remarks shall be thrown into the following 
order :— 

In the first section, we speak of the necessity 
and nature of an atonement. 

In the second, of the character of Him who 
offered the atonement. 
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In the third, we shall advert to some of its 
consequences. 

In the fourth, with the Word of God, and the 
Standards of the Church of Scotland, open before 
us, we shall answer the question— Who are par- 
takers of the benefits of the atonement? Or, in 
other words— What is the extent of it ? 

In the closing section, an attempt will be made 
to show the Christian who is willing to take his 
religion straightway from the Bible, how the diffi- 
culties connected with this subject may be practi- 
cally surmounted. . 


I speak at present, then, of the necessity and 
nature of an atonement. 

Now, to pass by all the rest, there is one text 
already quoted,* which, by itself, would prove 
that necessity. In the ancient service of the house 
of God, every thing was to be sprinkled with blood 
ere it was fit for use in the temple—the book of 
the law, and the tabernacle, and the vessels of 
the ministry were thus purified ; and passing from 
the typical fact, the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews, asserts the general maxim in- 
volved in it, to this effect—“ Without shedding 
of blood there is no pardon.” According to the 

* Hebrews ix. 19-22. 
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system of redemption disclosed by God, it was a 
primary law, a truth which he had fixed beyond 
the power of dispute, that ere sin could be blotted 
out, life must be given for Godhead offended. 
In the preference given to the offering of Abel, 
over that of Cain,—in the countless sacrifices of 
both the Patriarchal and Mosaic creeds,—in the 
seer’s prophecy, and the Psalmist’s song of praise, 
or deprecation,—in short, in the whole Bible, 
what may be called the master idea of revelation, 
meets us everywhere,—the hopes of fallen man 
rest exclusively on sacrifice ; erase that idea, and 
how much, or how little of the Scriptures would 
remain! The process of reasoning, therefore, by 
which we show the necessity of an atonement, 
consists of just two steps,—no elaborate or in- 
tricate proof is needed, if the Word of God is to 
guide us in religion. Just two steps of argument 
are enough to demonstrate the necessity, with that 
Word for our rule. First, if there be no pardon, 
there can be no heaven; but, secondly, if there 
be no atonement or shedding of blood, there can 
be no pardon,—man is left without hope in the 
blackness of darkness for ever. To make this 
matter scripturally plain, however, the devout in- 
quirer may consider for a little, on the one hand, 
the character of God; and, on the other, the 
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character of man, as drawn by the heart-searching 
Spirit that knows him. Out of the contrast the 
necessity of an atonement will manifestly emerge. 

God's character, then, is thus drawn in his 
Word of truth: “ He is the Lord, the Lord God, 
_merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin, but will by no means clear the guilty.” Here 
we have as lucid an exhibition of Jehovah’s cha- 
racter as words can convey. He is invested with 
all the attributes which can win our confidence, 
or allure us to forego our hard thoughts of him, 
and love him in return for love displayed ; but 
the last clause of the description—“ He will by 
no means clear the guilty,” seems to darken or to 
dash the hopes which the previous clauses raise. 
If I know my own heart at all, that is, if I have 
learned to try my character and life by the stand- 
ard of God’s pure Word, I cannot but know that 
I am guilty—guilty in thought, guilty in word, 
and guilty in deed against the God that knows 
me, and whom I should every instant obey. I 
may try to gloss over my guilt. Appealing to the 
conventional standards set up by those who “ mea- 
sure themselves by themselves, and compare them- 
selves among themselves,” and not to the perfect 
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law of God, I may succeed in blinding conscience 
to the extent, or wellnigh to the existence of my 
sinfulness, and then conclude that God is alto- 
gether like myself. But in spite of all my self- 
deception, God expressly says, “ He will by no 
means clear the guilty.” His mercy, so amply 
announced, may foster hope; but conscience, if 
enlightened, and stirred into activity for God, as 
plainly tells, that unless my guilt be somehow 
taken out of the way, that mercy cannot profit 
me. I am sinful, and the God of truth declares, 
that sinners shall not escape unpunished. While, 
therefore, I continue guilty, I continue without 
hope, and can enjoy no peace, except that which 
is the result of spiritual death, of unbelief or in- 
difference. 

The same thing is made elsewhere apparent, 
when we read that God “ is of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and cannot look on iniquity.” 
Such is his holiness, that he abhors sin; such is 
his justice, that he is determined to punish it ; 
such is his truth, that he can as soon change like 
mortal man, as let sin pass unpunished. “ Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them.” That 
one sentence manifestly unfolds the character of 
God in such a way as to dash all the hopes of 


THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE. 13 


fallen man, unless God, by some signal act, in- 
terpose. If I have broken but one clause of the 
law, I am guilty of the whole (James ii. 10), and 
being guilty, I am under the curse of the God 
that cannot lie. I may still hope or presume in 
his mercy, but meanwhile, unless that mercy do 
interpose, one single offence brings me under the 
condemnation of the God of the Bible. I may 
deny this conclusion, or resist it, as unthinking 
thousands do, but reason and the Word of God 
combine to establish it. 

Or look at Jehovah’s character through still 
another medium. It is embodied in his law, 
which is often called a reflection or a portrait of 
Jehovah’s purity,—a law which extends to the 
thoughts of the heart as much as to the doings of 
the hand,—concerning which the man according 
to God’s own heart has said,—‘** I have seen an 
end of all perfection, but thy law is exceeding 
broad.” Now, what has the great Teacher sent 
from God revealed concerning that law? With 
the emphasis of a judge already upon his throne, 
the Saviour has declared, that “ One jot or one 
tittle of the law cannot pass till all be fulfilled.” 
Such is God’s character for holiness, justice, 
purity, truth, that even his Son, the gift of his 


love, must needs announce, as if to annihilate 
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self-derived hope, that God’s law must every jot 
be kept, or the breaker of a single jot must perish. 
Let man once become a sinner, and he is, in him- 
self, for ever without hope, according to the law, 
and from this conclusion nothing but unbelief 
can saye us. 

But I need not multiply examples of Jehovah’s 
purity. Open the Bible, and we meet them at 
every page. “The foolish shall not stand in his 
sight.” ‘ He hateth all workers of iniquity.” 
“ All the wicked shall be cast into hell, with all 
the nations that forget God.” “I will send a 
curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings, 
yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do 
not lay it to heart.” “ His tender mercies are 
over all his works,’—but conscience, when quick- 
ened by the Spirit of God, again and again recurs 
to the question, how can that consist with the 
avowed fact, that he will by no means clear the 
guilty ? 

And such being God’s pure and holy character, 
will you next consider man’s? Keep in mind 
that sin is the transgression of that law, concern- 
ing which Christ once said, that not a jot or a 
tittle of it could pass unfulfilled, when we say 
that “all have sinned and come short of God’s 
glory.” “ There is none that doeth good, no, not 
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one.” “ The carnal mind is enmity against God.” 
“The understanding is darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God.” Jews and Gentiles are 
alike “ by nature the children of wrath,’—they 
are by nature spiritually “ dead in trespasses and 
in sins.” Men “like not to retain the knowledge 
of God in their hearts.” ‘‘ There is none that 
seeketh after God, no, not one.” “ My children 
are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no 
knowledge.” ‘ Iniquity is bound up in the heart 
of a child.” ‘“ They go astray as soon as they be 
born, speaking lies.” Nay, more, “ even when 
we would do good, evil is present with us.” So 
complete is the ascendency of sin in the soul and 
character of man, that it will not let the Chris- 
tian do what his new nature would prompt him 
to perform and rejoice in. “ The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. 
Men in myriads drink up iniquity as the ox drink- 
eth water, and even the few who hate the yoke 
of sin, do often groan, being burdened beneath 
its bondage. Against the God of all their mercies 
they are constantly sinning; they may cherish 
intense affection to a fellow-creature, but till the 
Holy Spirit produce it, they have no love for 
God. He is dishonoured by being made an ex- _ 
ception. His creatures are preferred to himself. 
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Now, place these two characters—God’s and 
man’s—the one all light, the other all spiritual 
darkness—the one all purity, the other pollution 
—in contrast, and then say, can they meet like 
two who are agreed ? Can God break his word, 
and clear the guilty ? Can God change and act 
as if his law were too pure to be practicable ? 
While we have nothing to look at but God on 
the one hand, and man on the other, can there 
be amity between two beings so vitally opposed ? 
I say, keeping in view God’s character as drawn 
in the Bible, or illustrated in his providence 
through all the history of our world—and man’s, 
as delineated in the same book, as well as con- 
firmed by all experience, let conscience, enlight- 
ened by God’s Spirit, the only adequate judge in 
such a case, determine what is the conclusion at 
which we must arrive. Is it not precisely that at 
which the prophet arrived, when he said, “ Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear?” Have we not “ rebelled 
and vexed his Holy Spirit, so that God is turned 
to be our enemy,” and “his wrath abideth on 
us?” “ The plowing of the wicked is sin,” their 
very prayers are an abomination unto God. His 
own declaration is,—‘ They shall call on me, but 
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I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me.” So completely is this 
the case, that it is not possible for the heart of 
man to conceive a contrast more entire than that 
which thus exists between the character of God 
and that of man. Light and darkness, heat and 
cold, may merge into each other by imperceptible 
gradations, but holiness and sin are essentially, 
and therefore, in themselves, eternally distinct. 

At this point of the contrast, then, you may 
easily see the necessity of the atonement. God 
the holy One, and man the polluted one, are set 
at variance by sin. As completely as holiness 
differs from iniquity, does Jehovah in his purity 
differ from man in his pollution; and were there 
no peacemaker, no mediator, no daysman between 
them, to lay his hand upon both to atone or re- 
concile them, we are shut up to the conclusion, 
that God and fallen man must continue eternally 
asunder, because they are essentially different in 
their attributes and character. 

It is known, however, that when there was 
no eye to pity, and no hand to help us, the very 
God we had offended saw, pitied, and “laid help 
on one that was mighty.” ‘“ He is gracious, and 
saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit; 


I have found a ransom” (margin, atonement). 
B2 
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Job xxxiii. 24. Sin stood in the way, making 
man guilty. God had declared, “‘ he would by 
no means clear the guilty,’—they must therefore 
be punished, or God must do what is impossible 
—alter the word that had gone out of his mouth. 
God’s truth on the one hand, and man’s guilt on 
the other, thus occasion a difficulty which all 
creation could not solve ; but the Son of God not 
merely cut the knot, he untied it, by encounter- 
ing the punishment due to his people. He “ bore 
their sins in his own body on the tree.” He 
became “ their propitiation through faith in his 
blood.” “ He made their peace through the blood 
of his cross.” He died—“ the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring them to God.” ‘“ He pur- 
chased the Church of God with his own blood.” 
‘“‘ He finished the transgression, and made an end 
of sins, and made reconciliation for iniquity ;” 
and thus, according to the prophecy, “ Messiah 
was cut off but not for himself,’—the peace be- 
tween God and man, which was lost in the first 
Eden, is restored in the second—the Church of the 
redeemed. If we may so apply the text, He 
obeyed the injunction, “‘ Go quickly, make an 
atonement, for wrath is gone out.” (Numb. xvi. 
46.) 

This, however, leads me to speak shortly of the : 
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nature of the atonement. It may be clearly seen 
and fully understood by all, that there is a neces- 
sity for an atonement, or the means of making 
peace between the sin-hating God and sinful 
man, else could they never walk together like 
two who are agreed. Taking the Bible for our 
guide, we therein distinctly perceive that the God 
of truth can “by no means clear the guilty.” 
Man, once fallen, must either have his guilt re- 
moved, or perish far from God, for “ without 
shedding of blood there can be no pardon.” But 
we all know, that what God’s justice, by itself, 
refused to do, his mercy, co-operating with his 
justice, has done, according to the Gospel. A 
lamb has been provided, and blood been shed, to 
atone or reconcile the sinner and his God. <A 
Daysman has come to lay his hand upon both, 
so making peace between them. Let us now, 
then, for the further enlargement of our views, 
and the deepening of our faith, consider shortly 
the nature of that atonement which Christ, as 
the substitute of his people, did offer, and God | 
accept. 

Now, the inquirer that would form his religion 
simply on the model of the Bible, may consider 
the atonement made by Christ,—/irst, in the 
light of a price paid for the ransom of his people. 
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In the Word of God, sinners are often spoken of 
as the slaves of sin—as sold under sin—as in the 
bond of iniquity, and entangled with a yoke of 
bondage. It is written, “‘ For your iniquities 
have ye sold yourselves,’—‘ Ye have sold your- 
selves for nought,’—and “ His servants ye are 
whom ye obey.” And corresponding with this 
spiritual condition, the Saviour is spoken of as 
our Redeemer from bondage. ‘The Son of Man 
came to give his life a ransom for many.” “Ye 
are bought with a price.” “He gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due season.” 
“‘ He gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity.” ‘* Ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot.” ‘Thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold 
yourselves for nought, and shall be redeemed 
without money.” ‘God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law,”—and now be-_ 
lievers “are not their own, they are bought 
with a price,”—they are “a peculiar? (margin, 
purchased) people,”—to “ glorify God in their 
bodies and spirits which are his.” (Compare 
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1 Cor. vi. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 9.) It is thus that 
the Scriptures speak of the atonement made by 
Christ under the notion of a price paid by him 
for our deliverance. We were fast bound by the 
justice of that God whose truth we have seen was 
pledged to the effect that He would not connive 
at transgression ; and the uttermost farthing must 
be paid, or justice must take its course. Every 
passing day was rendering our bondage more 
fatal, and our rescue more hopeless,—for “no 
man can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him.” (Psal. xlix. 7.) 
But Christ came. He freed his people from 
bondage, by paying his life in ransom for them ; 
the “ Holy One of Israel” became their “ Re- 
deemer,” and thus he at once fulfilled the ancient 
prediction, and emancipated his chosen. He 
proclaimed “liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that were bound,” 
by the unswerving justice of Jehovah. It is 
possible to violate human laws, and yet escape 
detection ; but the sinner is detected in the very 
act of violating his Maker's pleasure. From that 
moment he becomes the prisoner of justice, as 
well as the slave of sin, and it was from these 
that the Saviour delivered his people by the 
atonement which he offered for their sins. 
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Or you may consider the atonement offered by 
Christ, secondly, in the light of a penalty or 
punishment endured. His people had broken 
God’s law, and were therefore under the curse 
pronounced by the Lawgiver. The unchanging 
God had recorded that curse ; and the very fact 
that He is unchanging, made it impossible for 
sinners to escape. Had they been left to them- 
selves, they must to eternity have endured, for 
they could never have exhausted, the pains of 
their rebellion. But ‘ Christ redeemed them 
from the curse of that law, being made a curse 
for them.” “ He his own self bore our sins in 
his own body on the tree.” “ The chastisement 
of our peace was laid upon him, and by his stripes 
weare healed.” “ He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows.” ‘“ He was wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities.” 
“The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all.” We do not enter into an unprofitable dis- 
cussion as to whether he bore the precise and 
very chastisement in kind and degree which his 
people should have borne. Enough that he has 
stood in their place—that he has paid their penalty 
—that he was “ obedient unto death” for them. 
If we are made willing to take our religion from _ 
the Bible, instead of forcing our religion upon it, 
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these texts abundantly show the nature of Christ’s 
atonement as a punishment endured forsin. The 
guilty could by no means be cleared, but in the 
mercy of God they were punished in a substi- 
tute, able and willing to encounter, and avert, 
the displeasure of the Lawgiver and ‘King. God’s 
truth was thus upheld ; God’s law was magnified ; 
God’s holiness. made glorious by the substitution 
of his Son for the guilty ; a way was opened for 
his mercy to flow copiously forth to the chief of 
sinners, and so to gather in a people unto God 
from every country, and tribe, and tongue. By 
this wondrous plan, our sins, as the consciousness 
of them rushed into the soul, became, not what 
natural conscience would suggest, so many rea- 
sons for fleeing from God, but so many strongly 
impelling motives for our instantaneous flight to 
him, as delighting to pardon the chief of sinners, 
through Him who suffered in their stead. And 
this substitution of Christ to be punished in the 
room of the guilty, is indeed the theme and the 
burden of the Bible. Let this be. understood, 
and we can set to our seal that the Gospel is good 
news. Let this be unfelt or unbelieved, and the 
Gospel is a system still wrapt up in mystery,— 
the soul is still unsaved. 

Or, finally, and above all, you may regard 
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the atonement made by Christ in the light of a 
sacrifice offered by him as the High Priest of his 
people, to satisfy God’s justice—to turn away His 
displeasure—to magnify His law—and so to re- 
concile them to him. In this way, and for these 
purposes, ‘‘ Christ’s soul was made an offering for 
sin.” ‘Through the Eternal Spirit he offered 
himself without spot to God.” “ His blood was 
shed for many, for the remission of sins.” “ We 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.” 
‘For he hath made him to be sin, or a sin-offer- 
ing for us, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” “Sacrifice and offering, 
and burnt-offerings, and offering for sin, thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein. . . 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God.” “God set him forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood.” ‘* He loved us 
and gave himself for us, an offering and a sacri- 
fice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.” As 
the priest of his people, he came with a sacrifice 
to God ; that sacrifice was himself—his human 
body and his reasonable soul ; and by that one 
sacrifice he hath for ever perfected them that are 
sanctified. And it is thus that the Spirit of God, 
in his Word, represents Christ’s death as a sacri-- 
fice. He was “the Lamb slain from the foun- 
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dation of the world,’—the divine scape-goat, 
bearing away the sins of all his people. A price 
was demanded for captives—and Christ paid 
down hisblood. Punishment was to be inflicted, 
because men had sinned against the King of 
kings: Christ gave his cheek to the smiter, and 
his back to the scourge, when our transgressions, 
our iniquities, our sins were imputed to him. 
And a sacrifice was demanded to satisfy justice, 
—that also Christ supplied—a sacrifice adequate, 
at once, to the holiness of God, and the guiltiness 
of man, consisting of the Son of God in man’s 
nature—with the Godhead in its infinite mercy, 
power, love, justice, mingled into one, for the 
altar on which the sacrifice was slain,—a sacri- 
fice which could make men perfect as pertain- 
ing to the conscience. Oh, let the believer think 
what would have been the result had the God of 
holiness and truth yielded to man’s wishes, and 
smiled but once connivance upon sin. The foun- 
dations of moral order would have been torn up 
—the world would have become a moral chaos 
—the atheist’s delusion would have become the 
truth—to that the mocker could have turned in 
every age, and thereupon have based the defence 
of all his iniquity. But to silence for ever that 


supposition—to uphold the justice and holiness 
c 
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of God at the very moment that his mercy was 
flowing forth to “ the ungodly,” the Son of God 
offered himself without spot to the Father. From 
the scene in Eden, to the scenes that took place 
in Jerusalem during the three last days of the 
Saviour’s suffering pilgrimage on earth, all God’s 
doings were converging to the point where “mercy 
and truth were to meet together, righteousness 
and peace to kiss each other.” That point was 
the cross of Christ, where he finished transgres- 
sion, magnified God’s law, and by the one sacri- 
fice made his people perfect for acceptance with 
their God. It would be wrong to suppose that 
there is any superiority to be given to any of 
Christ’s offices as Prophet, Priest, and King,— 
they are all needed for the work of man’s redemp- 
tion; but itis the fact that he was at once the 
priest and sacrifice of his people, that constitutes 
the ground of our hopes. Without that, the 
race of Adam perishes. The day of his death 
was the “great day of atonement, to make an 
atonement for us before the Lord our God.” 
(Levit. xxiii. 28.) * 


* The precise idea to be attached to the word Atonement 
appears to be intimated by its derivation—AT-ONE-MENT— 
z. é., the means of making at one, reconciling, uniting in 
friendship. —CALMET. 
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Here, then, is the shedding of that blood for the 
sake of which there is pardon,—apart from which 
there is none. By dying in his people’s stead, 
Christ became the author of eternal redemption 
to the myriads of the ransomed ; and we behold 
in this the fountain of our hopes—the very foun- 
dations of our heaven. We see here at once 
“the goodness and severity of God.” His seve- 
rity, which would not clear the guilty—the un- 
_ changing holiness of his nature forbidding it ; 
his goodness, which found a substitute for them ; 
and that substitute his Son. We see here, more- 
over, the love stronger than death of God our 
Saviour, who gave himself a free-will offering on 
behalf of some who, when he held out his hand 
to help them, seized on that hand, and nailed it 
to the*tree! By a law as unchanging as the 
Eternal’s holiness, we were bound over by his 
justice, and could not escape till we had paid the 
uttermost farthing. Christ paid it, and his people 
are free. And let the believer bless his God, 
these benefits of Christ’s redemption, ample as 
they are, become ours, not by any self-inflicted 
torture—not by laborious effort—not after years 
of penance and preparation, as man’s corrup- 
tions of God’s truth would teach us—but freely 
for the taking, as a gift—a present—gratis ! 
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“The Spirit and the bride say, Come; and let 
him that heareth say, Come ; and let him that is 
athirst come; and whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life FREELY.” O! “how shall we 
escape if we neglect this great salvation ? ” 


THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE. 29 


CHAPTER II. 


By God’s appointment, Sin and Suffering are inseparable— 
The Human Race, therefore, once Fallen, for ever Wretched, 
if left to themselves—But the God of all Grace does not 
leave them—By a Plan of Substitution a rescue provided 
—Extraordinary nature of the means—The Character of 
the Substitute—A human being—A sinless human being 
—A sinless human being in union with Godhead—An in- 
finite Atonement was needed, the Substitute capable of 
supplying it—He suffered willingly—And so as to fulfil all 
Righteousness—And provide eternal blessedness for Man- 
kind, had the Father willed it so—The free Grace of God 
thus displayed—The Attributes of Godhead all glorified— 
The Prospect thus opened up for Believers into the world 
of spirits. 


Ir is instructive to know that in the Hebrew 
language some of the words which signify sin, 
denote also punishment. So closely are they 
connected, that one word is enough to express 
them both. The Godhead’s mind is thus recorded 
concerning iniquity :—‘* They that commit it are 
worthy of death ;” and in some cases at least, 


language has been framed upon that understand- 
c2 
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ing. As light is connected with the sun, or 
warmth with fire, or pain with a wound, or ac- 
tivity with life, so in the divine government 
punishment is inseparably connected with trans- 
gression. However long the sentence may seem 
to be delayed, “ there is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked,’—the sinner becomes wretched by 
the very act of sinning, as surely as the body is 
injured by a wound, or made motionless by death. 

From this it comes to pass, according to the 
system laid down in the Bible, that if man be 
once a sinner, he must of necessity be a sufferer. 
To be a sinner is to be guilty ; and according 
to the Bible, God can “ by no means clear the 
guilty.” He is unspeakably merciful and gracious, 
but that very God, so merciful and gracious, has 
said, that though hand join in hand, the workers 
of iniquity shall not pass unpunished. That is a 
law laid down by God for the warning or the 
guidance of the moral world, over which He in 
holiness presides ; and if we take our religion from 
the Scriptures, we can no more expect the guilty 
to be cleared than we can suppose that the God 
of truth would falsify his own word, would fall 
from the principles on which religion is founded, 
or belie the essential attributes of his nature. It 
is in fact one of the purest displays of his mercy, 
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that sin and punishment are so inseparably united. 
The curse of God pronounced on sin, is only a 
phase or modification of his love. 

Here, then, do we find the whole human race— 
“ for all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God”—bound over to punishment. From that 
conclusion nothing but infidelity can free us, and 
were we to shut up the Bible, and terminate our 
inquiries at this point, no hope of escape for sin- 
ners could be cherished, except such a hope as 
would be founded on the ruins of God’s Word. 
Were we to pause in our inquiries just when we 
have heard the great God declaring that he would 
by no means clear the guilty, then despair might 
be the portion of us all,—it would be with fallen 
man precisely as it was with the fallen angels. 
Mercy may be vouchsafed, but how? That is the 
question which haunts the conscience as it baffles 
the wisdom of man. 

But those who have taken their religion from 
the Bible, are well aware that God has answered 
that question. He has been pleased to disclose 
an amazing plan, according to which his truth 
and holiness are shown to be perfectly consistent 
with the deliverance of his people from all the 
consequences of sin—at once from its punish- 
ment, its pollution, and its power. Sin must be 
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punished, for God has declared that it cannot 
escape ; and both to punish sin and provide a 
pardon for the sinner, God in mercy adopted the 
plan of an atonement for transgression offered by 
his sinless Son, as the substitute of his covenant 
people. ‘‘ He died, the just for the unjust ;” 
‘¢ He bore our sins in his own body on the tree;” 
and by this plan of mingled mercy, and wisdom, 
and power, God’s holiness and truth were upheld, 
while at the same time grace can now abound to 
the very chief of sinners. Like Isaac bound and 
laid upon the altar, the human race, from the 
moment of Adam’s fall, was lying bound on the 
altar of the Godhead’s justice, as helpless as the 
child of promise was, and hopeless of a rescue, 
because equally unable to compensate for the 
past, and obey for the future. But as in the one 
case a substitute was found for the patriarch’s 
son, by which he wholly escaped, so in the other 
a substitute was found for the people of God. 
Eye was given for eye, and tooth for tooth, and 
hand for hand, and foot for foot. A lamb for a 
burnt-offering was provided—*“ Christ our Pass- 
over was sacrificed for us.” His bondage became 
his people’s freedom, and his death their life. 
And this is shortly a description of the doc-— 
trine of atonement, as it pervades the entire Word 


THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE. 33 


of God. In one point of view, the grand design 
of revelation was to erect an altar on which the 
sacrifice of Christ might be offered ; and as that 
truth forms the basis of a sinner’s hope, it cannot 
but gladden and cheer the believer to know, that 
while the Christian atonement magnifies all the 
atiributes of God, it equally revives and reani- 
mates the souls of his people, amid the perils and 
the sorrows of their pilgrimage on earth. In con- 
sidering the subject, then, with the hope of pro- 
ducing such effects, we have already adverted to 
the necessity and the nature of the atonement 
according to the Bible. The necessity of it we 
founded on the character and the word of that 
God who will by no means clear the guilty, econ- 
trasted with the character and spiritual condition 
of man, who is sinful, and therefore guilty in 
every deed, and word, and thought. As long as 
we continue ignorant of God’s purity, and over- 
look the fact, that he is pledged to punish ini- 
quity,—as long as we do not judge of man by 
the standard which God erects, but by the con- 
ventional and self-righteous standard which man 
sets up, we may not feel this necessity as we 
should do; but the instant God’s Word becomes 
our guide in judging, when our high imaginations 
are brought low by the teaching of God’s Spirit, we 
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perceive that either atoning blood must be shed, 
or the race of man must perish. 

The nature of the atonement we have consi- 
dered—/jirst, as the Son of God was his people’s 
surety, and paid what they should have paid; 
secondly, as he was his people’s substitute, who 
endured what they should have endured; and 
thirdly, as he was his people's priest, offering a 
sacrifice for them—that sacrifice being himself in 
soul and in body, to satisfy divine justice, and 
reconcile them unto God. And now, without 
further repetition, we are to consider the charac- 
ter of Him whose blood was thus shed to make 
reconciliation for the sins of his people. 

It is to be observed, at the outset, that the re- 
demption accomplished by Christ was not a trans- 
action that took place like the ordinary doings of 
this world. It was not a mere mercantile nego- 
tiation, but is pervaded by holy and heavenly 
principle throughout, insomuch, that even the 
Holy One is glorified by being a party in the deed. 
It was signalized and separated from every other 
proceeding that this globe ever saw, by the fact 
that the price paid down was the precious blood 
‘of the Son of God. The penalty endured con- 
sisted of the sufferings of the same mysterious 
Being, while in offering this sacrifice he was him- 
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self at once the priest and the victim. His people 
were held fast by the justice of Jehovah, and no- 
thing but omnipotence could deliver,—nothing but 
a price that was absolutely infinite could redeem 
them. That omnipotence the Saviour put forth, 
that price the Saviour paid down; and now, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, every believer is redeem- 
ed, not by any corruptible thing, but by the blood 
of Him who was at once Jehovah’s fellow anda 
man of sorrows. It is not a transaction between 
creature and creature, nor between a creature and 
God. It is the Godhead that commences and 
that consummates the deed of redemption. 

Such was, in general terms, the character of 
Him who offered an atonement to God for the 
sins of his people. He had a peculiar work given 
him to do; he required peculiar qualifications to 
fit him for doing it, and these qualifications he 
signally possessed. 

But, that the wisdom of the Godhead, in this 
transaction, may more conspicuously appear, we 
may consider, in detail, the different lineaments or 
traits of that character which the Redeemer bore. 
By God's blessing on the study thereof, we may 
be more and more prepared to “ give an answer 
to every one that asketh a reason of the hope that: 
is in us, with meekness and fear.” 
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In the first place, then, reason and justice obyi- 
ously demand that the substitute of man should 
appear in man’s nature. Man sinned, and man 
must suffer,—that seems plainly necessary to main- 
tain the truth of God in his Word, and satisfy 
the justice which refuses to clear the guilty. If 
we adopt the principle of substitution, or com- 
mutation, we must be careful to do so precisely 
as it is done in the Bible, where we see so clearly, 
that as the first Adam was the cause of death, so 
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, became the origin of life. 
“By man came death, and by man also the 
resurrection of the dead.” The fall was accom- 
plished through the medium of the body, and 
analogy, if not equity, demands that so should 
the recovery. In short, if there is to be any 
atonement, justice seems to require that it should 
be offered in the very nature that had contracted 
the guilt. Had an angelic nature been punished 
for the sin of the human, you could easily see the 
incongruity or injustice of the deed. 

Now, the character of our atonement exactly 
corresponds to this pre-requisite. When Christ 
became our surety, our substitute, our sacrifice, 
he took not on him the nature of an angel, but 
of the seed of Abraham ; so that, as the children 
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were partakers of flesh and blood, he also him- 
self likewise took part of the same. THe became 
a member of the great family of man. In the 
fulness of time He came down to our level, by 
becoming incarnate. “The Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us.” The Son of God was 
“ made of a woman, made under the law.” He 
took possession of the body that was prepared 
for him by the Father. He was not ashamed to 
eall the rebellious sons of men his brethren ; and 
thus, while he stood in the relation of a kinsman 
to the guilty, as bone of their bone, and flesh of 
their flesh, he was so far prepared to bear their 
sins in his own body on the tree. “ A Man (the 
man that is the fellow of the Lord of Hosts) was 
an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from 
the tempest, as rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 
But further, it is not enough that our atone- 
ment should be a partaker of that nature that 
had sinned. The incarnation of Christ, the Son 
of God, that he might become a suffering son of 
man, isno doubt the basis of the atonement—it 
-makes an atonement in human nature possible. 
But more than human nature as we now wear it 
was needed; it must be human nature sinless. 


If our Redeemer had been what heresy has some- 
D 
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times boldly said, polluted by the taint of sin, 
there could have been no atonement made by him 
for us. In that case a gulph would have existed 
between God and him, as between God and 
other sinners—he himself would have needed an 
atonement, and then the human race would have 
perished, because “without shedding of blood 
there can be no remission.” One speck of pollu- 
tion would have vitiated the whole transaction 
in the eyes of Him who blighted our world the 
instant that a single sin, often ridiculed as trivial, 
was committed by man, so that our atonement 
must not only be in human nature, but in human 
nature without blemish and without spot, pure 
and unsullied as when God commanded the first 
Adam to be. } 

Now, Jesus Christ, our Atonement, was that. 
He was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, but 
he was not sinful. According to the Scriptures, 
he came “as a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot,” for had he been blemished by sin, then, 
far from redeeming us, he must himself have 
been condemned by the God who “ will by no 
means clear the guilty.” The High Priest of 
our profession was, therefore, “ holy, harmless, — 
undefiled, and separate from sinners.” He “ was 
in all things tempted like as we are, yet without 
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sin.” His appeal to his keenest enemies, in one 
of their most exasperated hours, was, “ which of 
you conyinceth me of sin?” The reiterated ver- 
dict of his amazed but profligate judge was this, 
“T find no fault in him;” and the miserable 
vindication of himself which an uneasy conscience 
wrung from Pilate was, “I am free from the 
blood of this just man.” Yes; and the verdict 
of Jehovah himself pronounced upon the Re- 
deemer was, “‘ This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” The very accuser of the 
brethren was compelled to attest his purity,—“ I 
know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God,” 
was the confession extorted from him. That, 
therefore, was the character of the Being who 
made the atonement for sin,—even one who did 
no sin, and in whose mouth was found no guile, 
—who fulfilled all righteousness, and ever acted 
in strictest unison with Jehovah’s will. “The 
wicked one came and found nothing in him.” 
Had one speck of pollution ever soiled his sinless 
soul, then our hopes as sinful creatures had from 
that hour expired—our atonement would have 
needed to be atoned for. But when Jesus was 
led forth as a lamb to the slaughter, it was 
in the character of “ the lamb of God,” “ with- 
out blemish and without spot,”—“ through the 
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Eternal Spirit he offered himself without spot to 
God,”—a sacrifice such as Jehovah only could 
provide, or his holiness allow him to accept. In 
nature, he was “ that Holy Thing ;” in life, he 
was undefiled ; at once pure in himself, and the 
source of purity in others; delivering us from 
the guilt of sin by his sacrifice, and from its pol- 
lution by his blood. 

Moreover, it was not enough that Christ should 
be one of the great family of man, that he might 
suffer for the sins of his people. Neither was it 
enough that he should bea sinless man. The 
sufferings even of such a Being could not make 
an atonement for infinite guilt committed against 
an infinite God. It is not more necessary that 
we should have an atonement at all, than it is 
that that atonement should be infinite. Infinite 
demerit requires infinite punishment, and it needs 
no argument to show that a mere creature—a mere 
child of mortality—however perfect, or however 
pure, could not supply such an atonement as 
could meet the demands of a justice that was 
infinite. yen waving the objection that a mere 
man is not at liberty to lay down his life for an- 
other, it is manifest that the limited nature of a — 
creature atonement would not meet the exigency 
of the case. 
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Where, then, shall we find what the nature of 
the case demands? When we shut our Bibles, 
and begin to inquire for such an atonement, “ The 
depth saith, It is not in me ; and the sea saith, It 
isnotinme. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It 
cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire.” Still such an 
atonement we must have, or perish ; for ‘* with- 
out shedding of blood there can be no pardon,” 
and God, abundant in mercy as he is, “ will by 
no means clear the guilty.” 

Now, it is just at this point that another trait 
in the Redeemer’s character emerges boldly into 
view,—that trait which gives completeness and 
glory to the whole plan of redemption, and places 
it far beyond the range of all that eye hath seen, 
or ear heard, or heart of man conceived. We 
need an infinite atonement,—as a mere man 
Christ could not offer that, but as one “in whom 
all the fulness of the Godhead dwelleth bodily,” 
Christ could offer it. As one who was “the 
image of the invisible God,” and “ Immanuel, 
God with us,’—as “‘ God manifest in the flesh,” 
—as ‘‘the Son of God set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood,’—or, finally, as 
“ God our Saviour,” Christ could supply all that 
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was required, though that all was infinite. His 
human nature, soul and body, suffered, while the 
Godhead was the altar on which the offering was 
laid, and thus it was that the Son of God was 
able to make atonement for infinite sins by the 
infinite dignity of the person that endured. He 
exhausted the penalty that was due for his people’s 
transgression, and as “THe Micury Gop” he 
could have exhausted it all, though he had been 
appointed vicariously to bear not merely the sins 
of the elect, but of the world. Ifit may be said, 
he absorbed into his own person the curse that was 
pronounced on his people for their guilt. In him- 
self, as born of a woman, he was a worm and no 
man,—he was marred more than the sons of men, 
—but as the tabernacle of God in very deed 
dwelling upon earth, the Redeemer was the first 
and the last, the Alpha and the Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending of all. It was this wondrous 
combination of the feeble with the omnipotent— 
the suffering with the impassible—the finite with 
the infinite,—in one sentence, the created with the 
creative, that solved the mystery hid from ages, and 
laid the sure foundation of hope to the redeemed. 
Had it pleased the Eternal, he could have reared - 
on that foundation, the salvation of all the myriads 
of mankind. Both the doings of men, and the 
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word of our God, too painfully proclaim the fact, 
that myriads live and die despising “the chief 
corner-stone” thus laid in Zion ; but had it pleased 
the Eternal Sovereign so to command it, who does 
not see that that tried corner-stone was able to 
have borne upon it the weight of a world’s trans- 
gressions ? “ As JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 
Christ was infinite, omnipotent, divine, and could 
have utterly expunged the sins, and soothed the 
woes of the human race. 

Let us now pause for a little in the statement, 
and fix in our minds the precise point which we 
haye reached in ascertaining the character of 
Christ as our Atonement. First, we have found, 
in general, that we are not redeemed by any 
earthly expedient. Our deliverance from sin, 
in itself, and its consequences, is not the result 
of any human arrangement or device. It is the 
Son of God offering himself without spot, a sacri- 
fice to satisfy the demands of the Godhead’s vio- 
lated justice. It is infinite power in union with 
human frailty, extinguishing infinite demerit,— 
infinite love blotting out innumerable sins. Or 
more in detail, we have found our Atonement to 
be, first, a partaker of human nature ; secondly, 
He wore that nature untainted by one speck of 
sin; thirdly, to all the sinless weaknesses of 
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human nature he allied in his person the omni- 
potence of the divine, for “ in him dwelt all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily ;” and they whose 
hopes, as sinners, rest on that foundation, are 
proof against all the assaults to which this central 
truth of God’s plan of mercy has ever been ex- 
posed at the hands of unbelieving men. 

But leaving all who love their souls to seek 
grace to rest on that foundation, I now go on to 
remark further, that though the traits of character 
already mentioned as belonging to the Christian’s 
Atonement, include or involve all the others that 
we can mention, it may be for edification to spe- 
cify some other particulars. And here, without 
adverting to what must be presupposed in all our 
references to this matter, viz.,—that it was God’s 
appointment (Gal. i. 4) that gave validity to the 
sacrifice offered by Christ in the room of his 
people, we notice how necessary it was that the 
Christian’s atonement should suffer with a will- 
ing mind. Had the Saviour been compelled to 
undertake his work of reconciliation, that com- 
pulsion would have vitiated the whole transaction. 
Instead of satisfying divine justice, it would have 
violated even man’s sense of right, and deprived 
the whole undertaking of its moral dignity and 
character. When the sacrifices which supersti- 
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tion offered came with reluctance to the altar, 
it was reckoned an evil omen; and in a higher 
sense, it would have marred our hope toward 
God, had Christ been an unwilling victim,—there 
would then have been force in the objection that 
it is morally wrong to lay the sins of the guilty 
on the guiltless. 

But the believer who has studied the character 
of the Redeemer is well aware that he set himself 
as spontaneously as stedfastly to finish the work 
which God gave him to do. “Lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God,” was the feeling with which he 
undertook the mighty enterprise. “He Gave 
himself for our sins.” “He had power to lay 
down his life, and power to take it up again ;” 
and he exercised that power, for “no man took 
his life from him, but he laid it down of himself.” 
In his case there was no constraint but that of 
pity for forlorn sinners—no coercion but that of 
love; and so intensely did it burn in the bosom 
of the Saviour, that it consumed the loving one. 
Let the believer therefore rejoice, that in this, as 
in other respects, the Lamb of God was without 
blemish and without spot. Not by compulsion 
—not by accident—not without foreknowledge, 
but expressly for the purpose of being capable 
of suffering, the Saviour took to himself a human 
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body. In that body he offered himself in his 
people’s stead. In his high career he moved 
calmly and deliberately forward, with the lot of 
a homeless wanderer present to his mind as his 
portion upon earth, and the cross and its agonies 
closing the vista of his pilgrimage; and though 
he did shrink from agony—because the Saviour 
was not a stoic but a man,—though he did pray, 
“ O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me,” there never was 2 moment during the 
current of his life on earth, when his will was not 
in perfect unison with that of his God and our 
God. “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God,” was 
as constantly his maxim, as sorrow was his close 
companion amid the work of achieving the de- 
liverance of his people. The Father of mercies, 
the God of all grace, was not more willing to 
pardon, than the Son to finish the work which 
opened up the way for mercy to reach the sinner. 
“ The joy that was set before him” made the 
cross and the shame both welcome to the Saviour. 
The one principle of love to His people had 
taken possession of his soul; upheld thereby, he 
at once finished transgression, and introduced a. 
new moral principle for guiding his ransomed, 
amid the sorrows of earth, to the blessedness of 
heaven. (2 Cor. y. 14.) | 
a 
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Or further, we might contemplate the character 
of the Redeemer as fulfilling all righteousness for 
his people, for he embodied in his life the whole 
law of God, and was not merely God our Saviour, 
but man our example—as magnifying the law 
and making it honourable—as vindicating every 
jot of its demands, as well as bearing every tittle 
of its penalty, when he trod the wine-press alone. 
Enough, however, has perhaps been said to ex- 
plain to the reflective the character which Jesus 
wore as our atonement,—to remind them how 
he loved his people, and washed them from their 
sins in his own blood, to show how satisfactory, 
as well as sure, was the foundation laid in Zion. 
It is Divinity that lays that foundation—it is 
Divinity that rears the structure—it is Divinity 
that consummates the whole—and against the 
Lord our righteousness, who is thus upon our 
side, the gates of hell never can prevail. 

And now, let the believer in Jesus “ rejoice in 
this Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice!” With- 
out compromising the justice of God, it might 
have been otherwise with us than it is. On the 
one hand, the Sovereign Lord of all, whose will 
admits of no challenge, might have called us into 
being in some far-off isle of the sea, where the 
man-eater still spreads his horrid banquet, and 
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feeds upon his fellow-man ; or where the mother, 
robbed by superstition of nature’s strongest affec- 
tion, is still the butcher of her new-born child. 
Or, on the other, it might have pleased the Sove- 
reign Jehovah to have provided no atonement 
—to have left us, as he left in holy sovereignty 
the angels that fell, without an atonement, and 
therefore without a hope. But let us exalt God’s 
name together—he hath not so dealt with us. 
The day-star from on high hath visited us—the 
heavens have been opened—God in Christ hath 
moved from that mysterious abode,—He hath 
purchased His Church with His own blood,— 
and it behoves every responsible being, whose 
ears have heard the glad tidings of great joy, to 
answer the question, Are you living like the child 
of so many mercies? Will this blood of atone- 
ment purify the conscience, or immeasurably 
deepen its pollution ? 

And it yields additional matter of rejoicing 
and of firmest hope to the believer, to notice that 
in this atonement Christ hath glorified every at- 
tribute of Jehovah, and that for as many as will 
believe. His justice is glorified, for Christ paid 
all its claims. His unchallengeable sovereignty 
is glorified, for it is true, however humbling 
to us who would all be “gods unto ourselves,” 
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that “‘ God hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” His 
truth is glorified, for God had said, “I will by 
no means clear the guilty.” They were there- 
fore not cleared, for Christ was punished as their 
substitute; and now the guiltiest may go free 
through his substitution. God’s wisdom and his 


_ power are glorified, for Christ crucified is at once 


the wisdom and the power of God. His love is 
glorified, for he so loved the world as to send his 
Son to die for us. His mercy and his grace are 
glorified, for they can now abound toward the chief 
of sinners. As all the primary colours meet in 
the rainbow, so all Jehovah’s attributes thus meet 
and constellate round the cross of the Redeemer. 
Again, therefore, may we ask, how can any man 
escape that neglects this great salvation? how 
can any man perish, who through the grace of 
God attends to it ? 

But our meditations should not terminate on 
merely a crucified Saviour. No doubt the foun- 
dation of our hopes was laid upon the cross,—it 
was Christ’s death there that makes fallen man 
differ from the fallen angels,—but the cope-stone 
or capital is in heaven, and we may now follow 
the Redeemer believingly into the holy of holies. 


He could not be holden of death, but was crowned 
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with glory and with honour for the suffering 
thereof. He “humbled himself,” and God hath 
therefore “highly exalted him.” To achieve the 
redemption of his people, he had a dark path to 
tread, but he emerged at last into the light of 
a glorious day; and so will the downcast and 
much-tried believer who makes the atonement 
of Christ the foundation of his hope. Sin may 
seem grievous, and bitter, and heavy now,— 
and it is a marvel, it will be a marvel for ever, 
that beings so polluted should ever find the 
dwelling of the Holy One their home. But “1n 
CuRiIsTt WE ARE COMPLETE, and that may give 
confidence to the most sin-laden and self-con- 
demned of us all. The hues of the rainbow are 
the brighter for the darkness of the sky against 
which they are seen; and the religion of the 
Son of God, when believed as the Spirit gives the 
power, is felt the more to sustain us, the heavier 
the calamities we endure,—the unbelieving may 
stumble amid the darkness of a night of their own 
creating, or wear the fetters which themselves 
have forged,—but the liberty wherewith Christ, 
by his atonement, maketh free, brings to the be-. 
liever the foretaste of heayen—the first draught 
from that river which gladdens the city of our 


God. 


~ 


THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE. 51 


While the believer looks in faith, then, at the 
things that are unseen, he may turn them into 
present realities, to gladden and buoy up his 
soul. He cannot forget, that as Christ died for 
his people on earth, he lives to intercede for them 
in heaven. If, therefore, we would derive full 
comfort from the priesthood of Christ, we should 
ever connect his present glory as our High Priest 
with his past agonies and tears. Go with’ him 
as he meets the funeral of the widow’s only son, 
—and then say, will he who restored that son 
to life, now refuse to succour us when we cry? 
Nay; but “ in that he himself hath suffered, being 
tried, he is able to succour us when tried.” Or 
see him weeping by his friend’s grave,—and say, 
will he now refuse his deepest sympathy to those 
whom God has written widowed, or childless, or 
forlorn? Or see him on the cross deserted of his 
God, and therefore sunk in the deepest of all his 
sorrows,—then say, will he who thus endured, 
and thus “ mourned in his complaint, and made 
a noise,” turn away from you when you complain 
of the burden of sin, or the hiding of God’s coun- 
tenance, and cry to him for deliverance? Ah! 
no. The Lamb in the midst of the throne re- 
members the sorrows of the Lamb that was slain. 
On earth he had tears of sympathy, and tears of 
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_ bitter sorrow and regret ; and though his tears be 
all over now, yet, as he was made perfect through 
suffering, we may come boldly to his throne, 
seeing that his sufferings as our Priest on earth 
form the basis of his pleading as our Priest in 
heaven. His affliction and misery, “ the worm- 
wood and the gall,” are still remembered on high, 
and the suffering member is thus united to the 
glorified Head by a tie so strong, that it will lift 
him into heaven at last. 

And O, let it be engraven on our hearts, as 
with a pen of iron upon a rock for ever, that all 
these blessed hopes flow down to us from God 
only on the blood of the Redeemer. All that 
we now enjoy, and all that we can ever attain 
to, originates in that source; and though now 
our emotions regarding it are repressed by in- 
dwelling sin, or chilled in a world that knows not 
God, the soul shall anon be made glad with the 
abundance of his house, it shall be satisfied when 
it awakes in his likeness, when the expression 
of its satisfaction will be, ‘“ Hosanna to Him that 
washed us in his blood.” It will look on the 
uncreated glories of the Godhead, as bodied forth | 
in the glorified Redeemer, and the outbreak of 
its gladness will be “ glory to Him who purchased 
all this for sinners.” It will feel perfectly and 
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for ever emancipated from sin, and that jubilee 
feeling will seek an outlet, as that of the angels 
did, in “glory to God in the highest.” It will 
be like Christ—incorruptible as he is, sinless as 
he is, and fashioned like to him in his glory. In 
short, likeness, and nearness, and love to Christ, 
will constitute the believer's heaven. (1 John’ 
ili. 2.) 
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CHAPTER IIT. 


Conviction of Sin the best preparative for understanding the 
Atonement—Neyer cordially believed till the Evil of Sin be 
known—The Effects when believed—AIl Sin removed, for 
Pardon to Sinners made consistent with Punishment of Sin 
—Benefits should actually be enjoyed—The Righteousness of 
Christ actually put on the Believer; it is not merely in re- 
version, but possessed—The Spirit’s work—Since such the 
effect of Christ’s Sufferings, what mean the Sufferings of His 
People P—Answer—Further, God’s very Justice is now on 
the Believer’s side—The Substitute punished, and Justice 
forbids both the Substitute and Sinner to be so—Other effects 
of Atonement—An emancipation—Freedom of access to 
God in Prayer—Its Moral influence—Holiness the result. 


WueEn the Spirit of God first rouses a sinner from 
the dreams and delusions of nature, it often hap- 
pens that the soul is exercised with deep convic- 
tions of sin. Men then begin to feel what it is 
to have offended God, and thereby placed their 
souls upon the brink of ruin. The Bible now be- 
comes a book of solemn truths. Sin, and God, 
and judgment, and heaven, and hell, for the first 
time, are regarded as realities. Their own ‘heart 
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is reflected, and their own life described in the 
Word. Whatever others may do, such men are 
ready to exclaim, “It isan evil and a bitter thing 
to sin against the Lord our God.” It does not 
seem possible for God to pardon it, because the 
Gospel is not understood. Fools may make a 
mock at it; but the convinced soul finds out at 
last that that cannot be a light matter which 
caused the creation of hell, the ruin of our globe, 
the death of Christ, and the endless misery of 
millions. God has now verified the threat, ‘“‘ Be 
sure your sins will find you out.” 

Now, suppose we were addressing some groupe 
of men where none was present but sinners of 
that class,—suppose there were neither a con- 
verted Christian among them, nor a careless, un- 
conyerted professor, who is dead while he seems 
to live, but that all of them together felt what 
sin is, as ruining man’s soul and robbing God of 
his glory,—how easy would it be to maintain the 
great doctrine of atonement before an audience 
like that! For example, were I to tell such men 
that the pardon of sin is an easy thing—that God 
is too merciful and too benevolent to look severely 
at the sinner—that, as God is love, they have 
nothing to fear—that a few decent religious for- 
malities, or regrets, or tears, would satisfy God, 
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and secure an interest in his merey,—how would 
the audience, convinced, to a man, of sin, spurn 
away such lying counsel! Each sinner in his 
own soul, and his own experience, would have 
felt enough to refute the statement. He would 
know that it is not a light matter to pardon and 
purify the soul from sin. Every hearer in the 
supposed case would be able to lay his hand on 
that text of the Bible before him, which tells that 
“‘God will by no means clear the guilty ;” or that 
other text which says, ‘ without shedding of 
blood there can be no pardon;” or that other 
which asserts, that “even the righteous shall 
scarcely be saved ;” or that other which declares 
that “many will seek to enter in at the strait 
gate, and shall not be able ;” and in the strength 
of these texts, explained and commented on by the 
felt experience of the soul while mourning for sin, 
the hearer would repel our declaration as miser- 
able comfort. Instead of obtaining relief amid 
such superficial treatment, the sadness of the soul 
would be increased. Feeling God’s controversy 
with sin, and convinced by the Spirit of God 
that the sophistry of man regarding it is delusive, - 
the hearer, like Rachel weeping for her children, 
would refuse to be comforted, while vague and 
unscriptural assurances of God’s mercy were all 
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the foundation we could lay for his comfort. 
** Peace, peace,” would not lull him—the “ un- 
tempered mortar” could not keep up the tottering 
wall. What mean the wail and the bleat of 
suffering humanity? Whence comes the univer- 
sal reign of death? Why is the whole creation 
groaning and travailing in pain? Why is the 
Son of God a man of sorrows, if sin can be so 
easily pardoned, and the sinner’s peace so easily 
made with God? Why is conscience so troubled, 
and the soul so harassed by conviction of sin, 
that, in some cases, relief is madly sought in the | 
suicide’s death, and rest in the suicide’s grave ? 
These -are the questions suggested by the bitter 
experience of many a soul, which silence and 
might confound the men who would heal the 
hurt of the sinner too slightly. 

But though man’s devices and man’s religion 
can bring no solid comfort to a sinner thus con- 
vinced of sin by the Spirit of God, He has laid a 
sure foundation on which the chief of sinners 
may safely rest, and that foundation, the believer 
knows, was laid upon the cross on which the Son 
of God died for the sins of his people. When 
the city of Jericho fell, it was solemnly declared, 
that whosoever built it again, would lay the foun- 
dation thereof in his first-born; and in like 
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manner the foundation of man’s restored hope was 
laid in God’s well-beloved Son. Ere the sinner 
could have hope, the Son of God must die, and 
until that fact be brought home to the sinner’s 
conscience by the power and demonstration of 
the Spirit, no son or daughter of the fallen Adam 
can have peace with conscience and with God. 
Man may suppose himself happy, like the maniac 
who wildly laughs amid severest woe ; but the 
enjoyment of peace, while conscience is polluted, 
is made, by the solemn decree of God, a thing 
impossible. 
We have already had occasion to advert to 
the Character of Christ as the Atonement of his 
people, and have seen his all-sufficiency to save 
because of his almightiness. Let us now consider 
some of the effects which result from his death, 
as applied by the Holy Spirit. And there is a 
text which briefly represents, in a very encour- 
aging way, the effects of the atonement: “ The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.” 
We have seen that “without shedding of blood 
there could be no pardon,” for “God would 
by no means clear the guilty.” But that the — 
way to pardon even the chief of sinners might 
be open, the Son of God shed his blood, and the 
text we haye quoted tells that it cleanseth us 
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from all sin. ‘He redeems Israel from all his 
iniquities.” Though sins were like scarlet or 
crimson, they are all washed away in the foun- 
tain opened for iniquity. The prophecy is now 
fulfilled, which says, “In those days and in that 
time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall 
be sought for, and there shall be none; and 
the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found, 
for I will pardon them whom I reserve.” Accord- 
ing to this plan, the “Just God,” who can “by 
no means clear the guilty,” will now pardon to 
the uttermost all that come to him in the ap- 
pointed way. He will see “no iniquity in Jacob, 
and no perverseness in Israel ;” so that the men 
who feel most assured that “iniquity has pre- 
vailed against them,” may also, when the Spirit 
of God becomes their teacher, be the best con- 
vineed, that ‘as for our transgressions God will 
purge them away.” They will be “blotted out 
like a cloud,” and “remembered no more for 
ever ”—even blood-guiltiness will not be imputed 
to the sinner that believeth—a spunge of extinc- — 
tion passes over them all the instant that God’s 
testimony concerning Jesus is believed. 

Such is an outline of the benefits to the sin- 
ner, that accompany or flow from the atonement 
made by the Son of God, in man’s nature, for the 
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sins of his people. The soul being cleansed from 
sin thereby, the way to God’s favour is open, and 
the very chief of sinners may now return to him 
and live. Nothing that is impure can stand with 
acceptance before him, but the blood of atone- 
ment washes away pollution, and the believer is 
thus accepted in the Beloved. 

But in the hope that the Spirit of God may 
bless the effort for building up his people in holi- 
ness and comfort, through faith unto salvation, we 
would now submit some of the benefits involved 
in the great leading mercy—the extinction of sin 
to the uttermost—mentioned in the words we have 
quoted. It will be understood that we can give 
but a meagre outline or a catalogue of these bene- 
fits in our present compass. They are as numerous 
as the wants of sinners, but we refer only to the 
more comprehensive or more prominent results. 

I remark, first, then, that by dying in his 
people’s stead, the Son of God has removed the 
obstacles that lay in the way of our pardon,— 
that is, he has made pardon possible. Accord- 
ing to the religion of the Bible (and we know of 
none other)—according to the religion of the 
Bible, God™“ could not clear the guilty.” His 
holiness stood in the way ; his truth was pledged 
to that effect ; the decree was irreversible ; so 
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that, according to God’s unchanging Word, there 
could be no pardon till that Word was verified 
in every tittle,—that is, till the guilty were all 
condemned. 

But the Son of God was condemned in his 
people’s stead, and while he is punished, they are 
pardoned. By his stripes they are healed ; and 
thus by the atoning death of Jesus, according to 
the Bible, pardon is made possible. As it is not 
a thing impossible that God should raise the dead, 
neither is it now a thing impossible that the God 
of holiness and truth should pardon the sinner. 
The hand-writing of ordinances, that was con- 
trary to him, is taken out of the way, it is nailed 
to the cross of Christ, and this lays the foundation 
of forgiveness,—that is, Christ’s atoning death 
makes pardon possible, even according to that 
strictest passage of the Word of God, that “he 
will by no means clear the guilty.” We do not 
mean to assert, what is sometimes erroneously 
held, and what, in fact, makes the scheme of 
atonement untenable, that Christ's death made 
God willing to pardon, as if he had been sternly 
relentless and inexorable up to that moment ;— 
that were to dishonour the God who is love, 
while professing to unfold his truth ;—but on the 


contrary, it was the Father’s willingness to pity 
P 
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and pardon his people, that prompted him to give 
up his Son to die—it was his delight in mercy 
that gave the Redeemer to be a man of sorrows. 
Love was the cause, then, not the effect of the 
atonement ; and in the fathomless fountains of 
that love do we find the origin and first source 
of hope and mercy to man. Unbribed and un- 
solicited, the Godhead’s love flowed freely forth 
in the new covenant channel. He so loved us 
that he Gave his Son to die for us, and that when 
we lay “polluted in our blood.” “ He com- 
mended his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  Christ’s 
death thus opened up the way chosen and ap- 
pointed before by God himself for extending his 
love to the sinner, in the very act of protesting 
against the sinfulness of sin; and it is here, we 
repeat, that we find the first ground of hope for 
sin-laden man—the first blessing that God over 
all has provided for sinners. The chief of them 
may now be invited to come, for, on God’s part, 
as the God of pardon, all things are ready. 

Yet had the benefits of the atonement terminat- 
ed here, it would have been of little avail to man. 
It might have glorified God, but man would not 
have profited ; for the mere possibility of pardon 
would not have saved the soul. We go on, there- 
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fore, further to remark, that the benefits of the 
atonement are actually applied to believers. It 
is not merely shown to be possible that they may 
be pardoned,—their sins are actually blotted out 
the instant they believe. The Redeemer hath 
“ finished transgression and made an end of sins, 
and made reconciliation for iniquity ;” and there is 
not a believer in the holy Catholic Church which 
Christ purchased with his blood, whose sins have 
not been thus cleansed away the moment that he 
came at God's bidding to the Saviour. Acquittal 
from eyery charge that the law of God can ad- 
vance—a full, free, and perfect forgiveness—is 
the grand result of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. It 
is offered by the Mediator’s hand, it is accepted 
by the hand of Faith,—then, the sinner, as a 
believer, rejoices in the friendship of his God. 
Tlis sins may have been like scarlet or crimson,— 
conscience may haye been so pressed by convic- 
tion of sin as to extort the cry, “‘ O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me,’—but Christ 
can save unto the uttermost,—be that believed, 
and there is a great calm. 

On this point the strongest expressions of God’s 
Word are employed, and nothing but the sin of 
unbelief can debar us from the blessedness which 
such expressions might impart. ‘ Christ hath 
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been set forth as a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare God’s righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past.” ‘God is in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing unto men their trespasses.” “ J have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and asa cloud thy sins: return unto me, for J 
have redeemed thee.” “I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins.” These passages 
of the Word exhibit plainly the actual benefit 
bestowed on believers in consequence of the atone- 
ment. Not merely is pardon in the abstract pos- 
sible, it may be and it should be actually enjoyed. 
As the Saviour, when on earth, again and again 
pronounced a pardon over the penitent, so that 
up to that hour they were forgiven, being justi- 
fied by faith ; so God, in Christ, expunges the 
iniquities of every believer the instant that he 
flees to the Saviour. The utter blotting out of 
every sin of every believer is thus the product of 
the atonement—a product which men who never 
felt the sinfulness of sin, and never studied it as 
its malignity is seen in the cross of Christ, may ~ 
not much regard; but which will prepare the 
men who know what sin is on the one hand, and 
what God is on the other, for joining in the 
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hosanna, “‘ Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” Is 
it not full of comfort to know that some even of 
the men who helped to shed it have been cleansed 
therein? (Acts ii.) 

And this is one of the points at which the 
sinner may easily understand the office of the 
Holy Spirit in the scheme of redemption, and 
His power in the heart of man. On the one 
hand, we see a full, ample, utter pardon provided 
by the Holy God, and offered to sinners,—nay, 
urged on their acceptance, even in the language 
of entreaty. (2 Cor. vy. 20.) It just suits their 
abject case. It would soothe their sorrows, it 
would purify conscience and the soul, and restore 
them to the rank from which sin has degraded 
them. It would set up the kingdom of God 
within them, and enable them to know, by fore- 
taste, the joys of the redeemed. But, on the 
other hand, free, complete, and gratuitous as all 
this is, man cannot, for he will not, accept of the 
offer. He scoffs at it, or he utterly disregards it, 
or he would attempt to deserve it ; but to take it 
on God’s terms, man utterly refuses ; he would 
refuse until his dying day, did not God interpose. 
But God the Spirit does interpose,—he effectu- 


ally calls the sinner, he convinces him of sin, and 
¥2 
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misery because of sin ; he enlightens the mind in 
the knowledge of Christ, as the chief among ten 
thousand—the sinner’s all in all; he renews 
the will, he persuades and enables the sinner to 
receive and rest on Him; and now the soul is 
safe,—it is taught by the Holy Ghost to say, that 
Jesus is the Lord. The benefits of Christ's re- 
demption are thus savingly applied—religion be- 
comes a privilege—God in Christ a friend—the 
soul is alive from the dead—life eternal has begun. 
There may be subsequent vicissitudes in the his- 
tory of that soul,—it may, to-day, be enticed into 
the wilderness—on the morrow its mountain may 
stand strong, it may be walking in spirit with its 
God,—but, living or dying, such a believer is the 
Lord's. 

Further, in connection with this effect of the 
atonement—the benefit of an actual and a pos- 
sessed pardon by every believer—I mention an- 
other result, which, in fact, in itself, includes 
every other, viz., that Christ actually invests be- 
lievers with his own righteousness, so that the 
soul is clothed therewith, and able to stand the 
scrutiny even of Jehovah. The Saviour was 
made sin, or a sin-offering for his people, and 
they are “made the righteousness of God in him.” 
As he stood in the sinner’s place, all hely and 
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harmless as he was, the believer in his name, by 
this interchange, stands before God in the cha- 
racter of a righteous person. As nothing but a 
perfect righteousness could obtain favour with the 
Holy One, the Saviour bestows on the believer a 
righteousness that is divine, wrought out by a 
divine person, put on him by the Divine Spirit, 
and therefore worthy even of Jehovah’s accep- 
tance. Thus the Lamb of God, the Christian’s 
Saviour, not merely obtains pardon, he instates 
his redeemed in the full favour of Jehovah. A 
criminal might be pardoned by an act of clemency 
on the part of our sovereign; he might be dis- 
missed from his cell, and freed from punishment, 
and let loose upon society again. But would 
that cancel his guilt, if he were really criminal ? 
Would that restore him to his moral standing in 
society, among right-minded men? You feel 
that it would not ; that, however favoured by royal 
clemency or caprice, he that had been morally 
guilty, would be morally guilty still. Far from 
being an object of favour, he would be known to 
his dying day as a criminal dismissed indeed from 
punishment, yet never cleansed from guilt. But 
when Jehovah pardons, through the propitiation of 
Christ, he not only blots out the charge, he blots 
out the sin on which the charge is founded. Henot 
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merely dismisses from punishment, he reinstates 
in favour and fits us for enjoying it. He puts 
on us a righteousness that is divine, and in that 
righteousness arrayed, the once guilty, but now 
justified man, stands before God in the character 
of one that is perfect and complete. The Holy 
One could no more justify the sinner for aught 
that is imperfect or polluted, than he could cease 
to be Jehovah; and to expect justification for 
ought that we can do, is to ask the Holy One to 
justify what an upright man could not sanction, 
—I mean actions polluted by sin, as every deed 
of fallen man is. But Christ is “The Lord our 
Righteousness.” In Him the believer is made 
the righteousness of God; and even the Holy 
One whe said, “I will by no means clear the 
guilty,” now rejoices over that sinner to bless 
him. Not merely is pollution washed away, 
and guilt expiated: the very righteousness of 
G'od is imputed, and what more can the believer 
need to make him such as God would have him 
to be? 

And here, again, the believer may, perhaps, 
understand the true nature of the trials and afflic- 
tions which he endures. The people of God are 
often an afflicted and a poor people, they are “ the 
men that have seen affliction.” ‘They appear to be 
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of all men the most miserable. The sins of a child 
of God are more hateful to His holy eye, than 
those of his enemies are; and for that and other 
reasons, sorrow and tribulation are often the 
children’s portion. Now, to solace them amid 
their sorrows, it is needful clearly to unfold their 
design. And be it clearly understood, that they 
are not meant to satisfy God’s justice for sins 
committed, though natural conscience and super- 
stition, which is religion blindfold, ever regard 
them in that light. Christ hath been punished 
and condemned in his people’s stead, his work 
is finished, the suffering for their sin has been 
exhausted, and the holy God cannot punish both 
the substitute and the sinner,—he cannot exact 
the same debt both from the surety and the debtor. 
The sufferings of God’s people are, therefore, 
meant to purify, not to punish. They are the 
corrections of a father, not the judicial vengeance 
of a judge. They are sent, not in wrath, but in 
love ; for “ina little wrath he may hide his face 
from them for a moment, but with everlasting 
kindness will he have mercy upon them, saith 
the Lord their Redeemer.” We are more apt 
to be swayed by “inundations of impetuous 
passions ” than by force of reason, and it is to 
reduce us to reason that tribulation is sent. It 
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is true that against the enemies of God his anger 
often begins to burn even in this life. The first 
drops of the phials of his wrath are often emptied 
even here ; but He on whom was laid the chastise- 
ment of our peace has averted the punitive indig- 
nation of God from as many as believe. Affliction 
is transmuted into a blessing to them,—it pro- 
duces the peaceable fruits of righteousness,—that 
is, it promotes their personal holiness, their wean- 
edness from earth, their ripeness for heaven. As 
the Christian’s atonement has extracted the sting 
of death, so he has changed the nature or design 
of the believer’s sorrows and trials, and we may 
now glory in tribulation, remembering that they 
who wear the “ white robes” on high “are they 
who came out of great tribulation, and washed 
those robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” It may be long, owing to the 
weakness and the dimness of faith, before the be- 
liever enjoy the full and abiding conviction that — 
his trials come im love; but that they are so, — 
the child of God is sooner or later, here or in © 
heaven, convinced, for “ in very faithfulness does 
God afflict us,’—not that sin may be atoned for, 
but mortified, through the grace of the Eternal 
Spirit. ' 
Now this presents the effects or results of the 


THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE. 71 


atonement in a cheering aspect. As Christ was 
condemned in his people’s stead, “ there is now no 
condemnation for them,’—being “ made a curse 
for them,” they are blessed in Him. The holy 
Jehovah, on the one hand, cannot let sin pass 
unpunished, for according to the Bible, “ He will 
by no means clear the guilty.” But neither will 
he, on the other, punish the guilty twice, that is, 
both in their substitute and in their own persons ; 
and as the sins of God’s people were punished in 
their substitute, Christ, “ there is,” and, according 
to the new covenant, there can be, “‘no condem- 
nation for them.” “ He hath redeemed them that 
were under the law, being made a curse for 
them ;” so that every child of God, every believer 
in his son throughout the world in which we 
dwell, may now, through grace, propound the 
challenge, “‘ Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh interces- 
sion for us.” The spurious forms of the Gospel, 
always rife, and growing now so very bold,* may 
try to find another ground of hope for sinners 


* « The prevailing notion of bringing forward the Atone- 
ment explicitly and prominently on all occasions, is evidently 
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than that which God hath laid. If men may not 
plainly contradict the God of truth, by making 
self their only Saviour, they will try at least to 
share the glory of redemption with the Son of 
God, and unite self and its doings to him and his. 
But let men be convinced of sin by the Spirit, 
according to the Bible, or let them feel the cold 
hand of death upon them, about to lead the soul 
into the presence of its God, and quickening con- 
science into life and vigour as the body dies,*— 
then, this, and nought else, will bring peace to 
the labouring conscience: “ It is God that justi- 
fieth (in Christ) ; who is he that condemneth ?” 
Every thing but Christ is polluted by sin ; and if 
God can justify me for aught that is polluted, he 
is no longer the Holy One and the Just. 

Or, further, we may regard the effects of 
Christ’s atoning death in this light: View men 
quite opposed to what we consider as the teaching of Scrip- 


ture.” Tract (for the Times) No. 80, quoted in ‘* Geneva and 
Oxford.” 

* One of the world’s idols, because too long one of its own 
(John xv. 19), we mean Dr Johnson, was taught, on his death- 
bed, that even the great Moralist could be saved only as a poor 
sinner. ‘‘ Believe me,” he said to his physician shortly before 
his death, ‘‘there is no salvation but in the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God.” And in his will, “I offer up my soul full of 
pollution, but also full of assurance that it will be cleansed in 
the blood of the Redeemer,” 
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as the slaves of sin. They are thereby placed in 
the gall of bitterness, and the bond of iniquity. 
Or, they are bound over to punishment by the 
unchallengeable justice of God. Now, from this 
point of view, you may consider the effects of 
Christ's atonement as constituting an emanci- 
pation from slavery—from the grasp of a task- 
master worse than Egyptian—the tyranny and 
vassalage of sin. The soul is in bondage to it, 
and escape it cannot from the effects thereof, till 
the uttermost farthing be ‘paid. Nay, every 
moment that is spent in that house of bondage 
is increasing our debt, and therefore perpetuat- 
ing our slavery,—the hope of emancipating our- 
selves is an attempt to regain our liberty by 
strengthening our chain. But the Son of God 
comes. He undertakes to be the surety of his 
people, and now, in virtue of his atoning death, 
he proclaims “ liberty to the captive, the opening 
of the prison doors to them that are bound.” Be- 
coming bound in their place, according to God’s 
plan of substitution, his people pass free. As when 
they came out against Him of old with swords 
and staves, he offered himself to their malice, 
and asked that his followers might go unscathed, 
so our Lord still continues to stand between his 


people and vengeance—as by his stripes they were 
G 
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healed, so by his imprisonment they were eman- 
cipated. You may have read how certain men, 
urged on by missionary zeal, in love to the souls 
of perishing mortals, gave themselves to slavery 
and its toils, when they could not otherwise get 
access to the men that were slaves, and whom 
they sought to win to Jesus. To confer spiritual 
freedom, those missionaries themselves became 
bondsmen, and similar (I say similar, not the 
same) was the emancipation achieved by Christ, 
when he died that he might cleanse his people 
from all sin,—the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring them to God. He submitted to be 
bound, that they might be for ever free—He was 
made under the law, that his people might be- 
come dead to it. 

That, therefore, is another effect resulting from 
Christ’s atonement. “ Deliverance to the cap- 
tive—the opening of the prison doors to them 
that are bound,” was wrought out by Him who 
became his people’s surety, and never paused in 
his work till he could say, “ It is finished.” 

But another and a precious result of the aton- 
ing death of Christ, is the freedom of access into 
God’s presence, which believers in his name 
enjoy. There are countless numbers who feel 
no difficulty, and are influenced by no fear, in 
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drawing nigh unto God. They do not suppose 
that there is any obstacle in their way. They 
never felt what sin is, nor what God is as hating 
iniquity. In consequence of that, they feel no 
difficulty in prayer, or any department of religion. 
All is mere formality without heart, and therefore 
without any benefit to the soul. They come into 
God's presence without solemnity, as they trans- 
act their ordinary business—as if prayer were 
only the uttering of words, and He that looketh 
on the heart discerns that their affections are 
everywhere but with him. On the other hand, 
there are some whose consciences are s0 sensitive, 
though not enlightened, that they cannot or they 
dare not pray. They feel that all they do is 
polluted,—they themselves cannot but condemn 
that,—and they therefore conclude that much 
more must God condemnit. They have thus ne 
happiness in religion—prayer is not yet a privi- 
lege—the spirit of bondage, and not of adoption, 
sways them—they have found out that something 
more than the world can give them is needed, but 
what it is, they do not, cannot understand. They 
feel after God, but cannot find him, and are 
sometimes haunted even in prayer by the fear 
that he will utterly reject them. 

Now, in the middle, between these two, that is, 
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between the man of mere formality, and the man 
of a quickened but not enlightened conscience, 
we may see the Christian standing, calm, com- 
posed, sedate, because stablished, and strength- 
ened, and settled in the faith. While he feels 
his own sinfulness, he believes that the blood of 
Christ cleanseth from it all. Asa polluted being, 
he would shrink from God—the moment that he 
listens only to the law, and turns a deaf ear to 
the Gospel, his hope gives place to the spirit of 
fear. But, looking to the atoning sacrifice, the 
believer has “ boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 
which he hath consecrated for us through the vail, 
that is to say, his flesh.” “ Having an high 
priest over the house of God, he can draw near 


with a true heart, in full assurance of faith.” 


Animated by the spirit of adoption, yea, made 
bold by the finished work of Him who is the first- 
born of many brethren, the Christian has an offer- 


ing to plead which Christ provides, which God 


has in mercy—nay, in justice* promised to accept, 

—and coming with that in his hand, he fears no 

rejection. He is brought nigh unto God, and 

his peace is made through the blood of the Cross ; 

and whether it be in the exercise of prayer, or 
* | John i. 9. 
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seated at the Lord’s table, or holding communion 
with God in his house, everywhere that believer 
may enjoy the comforts of the Holy Ghost, he 
may walk in spirit with his God. Nay, though 
he were about to pass into the presence of his 
Judge, and encounter the ordeal which is to fix 
his portion for ever, the believer could look to the 
Father, plead the merits of the Son, and casting 
all his cares on him, fear no evil. 

Were it our object to exhaust the benefits 
resulting from the atonement, we should now 
proceed to mention various others. We might 
advert again, for example, to the fact, that in the 
atoning death of Christ, the justice, the truth, 
the mercy, the free grace of God were all most 
signally displayed, so that God is glorified be- 
yond what mortal tongue can tell in the sacrifice 
offered by Christ. Or we might have classified 
the effects into two, as is often done, and spoken 
of the death of Christ,—first, as peace-speaking, 
and then, as purifying,—as satisfying God’s jus- 
tice, and cleansing man’s soul. On these, however, 
we do not enter, though it might be profitable 
to some to hear at large how the peace of God, 
which passeth understanding is produced in that 
soul, and in that soul alone, which believes in 


the atonement as making man’s peace with God, 
G2 
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by averting his anger, and with conscience, by 
* cleansing it from all sin.” This is a munition 
of rocks,—every thing else is a refuge of lies. 
But we cannot pass from this sketch of the bene- 
fits of Christ's atonement without briefly advert- 
ing to some results of a personal and practical 
kind, as seen in the life of every true follower of 
the Lamb. 

We say, then, that wherever the atonement 
made by Christ is in deed and in truth believed, 
it never fails to purify the heart and life,—holiness 
of heart, speech, and behaviour, is its unfailing 
consequent. It is not peace alone, it is purity 
and then peace, that the Eternal aims at in the 
Gospel. It is not merely salvation, though that 
be all that multitudes desire. It is moreover 
sanctification, the holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord. The religion of the world 
and of nominal Christians ever clamours for com- 
fort, for smooth things, and for the exclusion of 
all that would disturb their day-dreams: you will 
often become their enemy if you tell them the 
truth. But on the contrary, whatever it may 
cost, the religion of the Bible aims at holiness or 
purity first, aware that peace follows that as light 
accompanies sunrise. ‘To promote that purity, 
then, Christ’s death was not merely meant to 
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satisfy God’s justice and magnify his law, but, 
moreover, to demonstrate the mind of God re- 
garding sin, the abominable thing ; and wherever 
the atonement of Christ is believed, and rested 
on, the believer cherishes in his measure the same 
view of sin that God does. He seeks to hate it 
with an intense and ever-growing hatred. This 
amazing transaction, embodying at once the wis- 
dom, the power, and the love of the Godhead, is 
felt to be not merely a tragic scene to affect, but 
a high moral efficient to influence, transform, and 
regulate the life. It tells that sin must indeed 
be sinful, when only the blood of the Son of God 
could wash its stain away. Not all the misery 
of man, through all his generations endured, 
could proclaim so eloquently forth the misery that 
cleaves to iniquity, as that one cry wrung from 
the smitten Jesus,—“ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” The deep feeling em- 
bodied in that question often prevents us from 
pondering the answer—but it was because of sin 
imputed ; and shall we, who profess to believe 
all this, love and practise what thus brought the 
Son of God to agony? In other words, shall 
we in practice proclaim that the Jews did right 
when they nailed Him to the tree? On the 
contrary, as Christ died for sin, the believer dies 
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to it,—that is, he is crucified with Christ. As 
he offered Himself through the eternal Spirit, the 
believer honours the same Holy One at once for 
power to rest upon the great atonement, and 
grace to imitate the pure Being that offered it; 
he is thus led by the Spirit who guides unto all 
truth, and the things of the Spirit, in their power 
and their purity, gradually influence all his life, 
for without that Spirit to teach, we continue dark 
in the Socinian’s blindness, or sunk in the Anti- 
nomian’s impurity. Of all the hostility which 
the religion of the true God has encountered upon 
earth, none is so successful or injurious as the life 
of those who pretend to believe that Christ died 
for sin, while they continue to live in it. 

Finally, this system of atonement has been 
called the masterpiece of infinite goodness, the 
sun and centre of the Christian system ;* and it 
may be hoped, in accordance with prophecy, that 
sinners in increasing numbers are feeling the 
genial influence of that sun shining on the soul. 
When seamen have been long at sea, they are 
said to feel the odours of the spicy isles long 
before their shores are seen, and the fragrance is 
known to be intensely refreshing. Even so the 


* Robert Hall. See his Sermon “ On the Substitution of 
the Innocent for the Guilty.” 
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Christian pilgrim may feel afar the blessedness 
exhaled by Him who is “ THE PLANT OF RE- 
NOWN, “THE RIGHTEOUS BRANCH.” Or, the 
balm tree is said to yield its fragrance most pro- 
fusely after it has been pierced ; and so with Him 
whom our sins have pierced as our atonement, 
for it is Christ crucified that is the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God. Have we, therefore, 
inhaled the fragrance of the rose of Sharon, and 
become refreshed thereby ? Has He who is as 
the balm of Gilead become a source of blessed- 
ness tous? Have we felt His power for the 
healing and reviving of our Souls? Is it true 
that we have looked upon him whom we have 
pierced, and been at once humbled and gladdened 
by the sight? O how vain the Christian name 
without the Christian nature !—how suicidal they 
who call Christ, Lord, only to give intensity to 
their guilt by crucifying Him afresh! How 
poor the portion of those who seem to enjoy His 
privileges on earth, but to whom He will say at 
the grand assize, “ Depart from me, I never knew 
you.” Qn the other hand, how blessed they who 
can, from experience, enter into the meaning of 
the words, “ And I will establish my covenant 
with thee ; and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord: That thou mayest remember, and be con- 
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founded, and never open thy mouth any more 
because of thy shame, when I am pacified to- 
ward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the 
Lord God.” Ezek. xvi. 62, 63. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Extent of the Atonement, or who Profit by it >—The diffi- 
culty stated from Scripture—Apparently conflicting Texts 
—The Solution proposed—First, by a General Rule; and, 
secondly, an Analogous Case—The Result, in the language 
of the Confession of Faith—Further Arguments from Scrip- 

ture—From Reason—From unquestionable Facts—All are 
not Saved, and therefore Divine Justice not Satisfied for 
all: had it been so, it would have been unjust not to Save 
them—No real solution for the difficulty but in the Free 
Grace and Sovereignty of God—Still the Gospel may be 
Preached to all, because God’s Offers and Invitations, not 
his Secret Purposes, form our Warrant to come to the 
Saviour. 


By dying on the Cross in the room of his people, 
Christ made salvation possible, according to the 
system of religion propounded in the Bible. 
Without shedding of blood there could be no 
pardon. Christ shed his blood, and now there 
can be pardon, and that, we have seen, is the 
groundwork of hope to the lost whom Christ 
came to save. ; 
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But the benefits of the atonement do not ter- 
minate there. Pardon is not merely possible, it 
is actually granted to every believer the instant 
that he rests with the heart upon the Son of 
God, the blessed Peacemaker. Man’s happiness 
was lost the instant that he believed the father 
of lies ; it is regained the instant that he believes 
his God again. Moreover, the believer, in con- 
sequence of what Christ completed on the Cross, 
is actually invested with the righteousness of the 
Saviour. He was made sin for his people, and 
they are made the righteousness of God in him ; 
so that, in consequence of this interchange, there 
is now no condemnation for them that are in 
Christ, because he was condemned in their stead. 
Deliverance to captives, emancipation to slaves, 
freedom of access into God’s presence in prayer 
and every ordinance, growth in personal holiness, 
and ripeness for heaven,—these and other bless- 
ings have shortly been explained, as procured for 
Christ’s people by his complete atonement. Had 
an attempt been made to exhaust the benefits 
thus bestowed, we must have mentioned all the 
blessings embodied in the new covenant ; for the 
fountain-head of all is found at the foot of the 
Cross, at once the emblem and guarantee of the 
love of God. Not merely justification, but adop- 
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tion, and sanctification—the gift of faith, of the 
Holy Spirit, of eternal life with God,—all, all are 
in Scripture ascribed to this orig. The most 
ample river that sweeps onward to the ocean, 
itself almost a sea, can be traced up to some one 
primary source ; and so all the blessings which 
the Bible unfolds, ample and full of glory as they 
are, can be traced up to the atonement offered by 
Him who was wounded for our transgressions, 
and. bruised for our iniquities, who trod the wine- 
press alone, at once magnifying the justice, and 
unfolding the mercy, of Jehovah. 

And now, following out the plan at first sug- 
gested, we are to advert to the mxrent of the 
atonement, or to consider the question, Who 
savingly profit by what the Saviour did? There 
are many reasons why we should enter on this 
subject with prayerful care,—for unless the Spirit 
be our teacher, and the Word of God implicitly 
followed, we may err on the right hand and on 
the left. 

It is known, then, to very many, that at various 
periods of the Church’s history, the topic now to 
be considered has occasioned wide diversities of 
opinion. For whom did Christ die? To whom 
did God design to extend the benefits of Christ’s 


redemption? Was salvation, in fact, provided for 
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every man, or only for some? Are the impetra- 
tion and application equal, or different? These 
and similar questions have often been keenly 
discussed ; and in trying, by the blessing of God, 
to obtain a right and scriptural answer according 
to His mind, we adopt the following plan :— 

first, We state the difficulty connected with 
the extent of the atonement, as it lies before_us 
in the Bible. 

Secondly, We propound what appears to us 
the solution of the difficulty. And, } 

Thirdly, Substantiate, by Scripture, by reason, 
and by facts, what we hold to be the truth in 
this matter. 

In stating the difficulty as it lies before us in 
the Bible, we remark that those who have at- 
tended in any measure to this inquiry, must have 
observed that there are two classes of texts, which 
we must carefully study and compare, before we 
can comprehend the whole truth and purpose of 
God regarding the atonement. Here, above most 
discussions, we must compare spiritual things 
with spiritual, we must make Scripture its own 
interpreter, we must submit the whole mind to 
the whole Bible, unwarped by mere feeling on the 
one hand, and spurious charity on the. other ; 
and if this be neglected, in accordance with any 
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prearranged theory, we not merely wander into 
a maze, but make the Word of God inconsistent 
with itself. The fruitful source of controversy 
in the Church, and dispeace in the Christian’s 
soul, is to take only a part when God means us 
to take the whole, and nowhere are the dis- 
turbing results of this practice more apparent 
than as regards the benefits that flow from the 
Saviour’s finished work. On the one hand, the 
Teacher sent from God asserts, that ‘if he were 
lifted up from the earth” on the cross, or to glory, 
“he would draw a// men unto him.” On the 
other hand, that same Teacher, whose name is 
*¢ rue Trutu,” declares in another text, that he 
did not “pray to God for the world,” but “ for 
those whom God had given him,” according to 
the context, “our of the world.” From the 
same unerring lips, therefore, we have what ap- 
pear to be two conflicting sentiments :—the one, 
catholic or general; the other, limited and de- 
fined ; and that is precisely the difficulty which 
we have now to solve. 

All may know, however, that that difficulty is 
not confined to these two texts. On the contrary, 
they are only the representatives of two classes of 
texts apparently inconsistent, which are thickly 
strewed through the Bible. It is said, for exam- 
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ple, in one text, that Jesus Christ was “ crowned 
with glory and honour, that he, by the grace of 
God, should taste death for every man ;” while 
in another text it is said, “ Christ loved the 
Church, and gave himself for it.” In one verse 
it is written, “As in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall a// be made alive ;” while in another 
it is said, “* Many are called, but few are chosen.” 
In one passage you read, in words of utmost 
catholicity, “Christ is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole 
world ;” while in another you find these remark- 
able words, “‘ Feed the Church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood.” One text 
says, “God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved ;” while another is thus cau- 
tiously worded, “‘ Vo man can come to me, except 
the Father who hath sent me, draw him.” One 
verse sweepingly proclaims, “ Behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of the world ;” 
while another, uttered by the Lamb of God him- 
self, asserts, “ I lay down my life for the sheep.” 
One text says, “ God is the Saviour of all men 
(their preserver), especially of them that believe ;” 
another distinctly asserts, that Christ “ gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
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quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” One class of texts thus 
speak of Christ’s death in connection with “ all ;” 
another limit it to “many.” He himself says, 
“This cup is the New Testament in my blood 
shed for MANY, for the remission of sins.” In 
one passage you read, that “ God is not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance ;’ in another, that “God hath made 
all things for himself, yea even the wicked for 
the day of evil ;” and no one can easily forget 
that solemn saying, after uttering which man can 
only be silent, and adore, “God hath mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
hardeneth.” 

But we need not proceed in this manner to 
give extracts from the Bible. Even though we had 
submitted fewer than we have done—nay, though 
we had confined our attention to only two texts, 
they would have shown at least an appearance 
of collision. They seem to be antagonist, though 
no believer in the truth of God’s Word will con- 
fess that they are actually so. And now it is 
just at this point that the difficulty regarding the 
extent of the atonement is felt. The two classes 
of texts, of which we have given specimens, must 
be reconciled, ere our views of the matter be 

H 2 
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accurate and distinct. If I am satisfied with the 
one class—for example, that which says, “ Christ 
is a propitiation for the sins of the whole world,’ 
—while I exclude the other class which tells that 
“‘ Christ laid down his life for his sHEEp,’—I 
obviously do not make the whole mind of Christ 
my guide regarding the redemption which he 
provided ; and my views of the atonement must, 
therefore, be crude, dangerous, and unscripturally 
defective. On the other hand, if I limit attention 
to the text which says, “ Christ laid down his 
life for his sheep,” while I overlook that which 
relates to the whole world, 1 am in danger of 
cherishing a sectarian spirit as narrow and ex~- 
clusive as that of the Jews. In short, no system 
of reconciliation which does not perfectly har- 
monize these apparently conflicting passages, can 
be in accordance with the mind of God. It is 
His intention, or purpose, that we must here 
endeavour to ascertain, for that is manifestly the 
essence of the whole controversy regarding the 
extent of the atonement ;—there is no question, 
on the one hand, regarding Christ’s power to have 
saved all, nor, on the other (except among Uni- _- 
versalists), that he will save only some. 

Tow, then, ave these two classes of texts to 
be reconciled? It cannot be true, in the same 
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sense, both that Christ is an atonement for the 
sins of the whole world, and that he laid down 
his life only for his sheep.. How, then, are we 
to untie this knot, for we dare not cut it ? 

It will be seen at a glance, that in solving the 
difficulty, we cannot, within our present compass, 
take up each contrasted pair of texts in succes- 
sion. Let us, therefore, select two of the appa- 
rently opposed passages, and ascertain the truth 
concerning them, as a general rule for all the 
others. or that purpose we name the follow- 
ing two, the simplest and most precise, as well 
as the most apparently opposed, that we can find. 
In the one, Christ says, “ I lay down my life 
for the sheep;” in the other, Christ’s inspired 
servant says, “ He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but for (the sins of) the 
whole world.” ‘The one of these appears to ex- 
pand the benefits of the atonement into utmost 
universality—the other, to limit and define them 
to a class; and how is the difficulty to be ex- 
plained ? 

We think that it may be solved most simply 
and most easily. or, first of all, it is obvious 
that one of the texts must be used to explain the 
other. Scripture must be its own interpreter, 
while, as the Word of God, it must be self-con- 
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sistent. Seeing, then, that the one text must 
explain the other, the only question which can 
arise is, which of the two is to be the standard ? 
Must the special limit the general, or the reverse ? 
Must the words, “the whole world,” be limited 
by the words, “the sheep,” or can the former 
limit the latter,—that is to say, keeping in mind 
that both texts are true if properly understood, 
are we to explain the general phrase by the limited 
one, or if this mode of interpretation be rejected, 
is it possible, in the nature of things, to limit or 
define a special by a general truth? The one 
text obviously excludes some men from the saving 
benefits of Christ’s death, they were not includ- 
ed in his design when he laid down his life; so 
that, taking his words as indicating his purpose, 
unless we are prepared to assert that all men are 
“‘the sheep of his pasture,” it appears that the 
general must be limited and defined by the special 
phrase. } 

But we feel as if we were not making this 
sufficiently plain by an abstract statement. Take, 
therefore, an analogous case. Suppose that in 
the latter will of some departed friend, who had 
a right to dispose of his property according to 
his pleasure, some phrases occurred rendering 
his design in some respects ambiguous. Dis- 
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putes arise, and reference is made to the proper 
expounders of such a deed. Two phrases are 
employed concerning the same bequest, one of 
which can bear only one meaning, the other is 
vague and indefinite, admitting of an interpre- 
tation in harmony with the former, though also 
capable of a different sense. Or to make the case 
yet more explicit, let it be supposed that the 
property had been bequeathed for charitable pur- 
poses, in general terms, in one section of the deed 
of settlement; while in another, the accruing 
benefits were limited to men of a certain cha- 
racter, or name, or profession. The mind of 
the testator, in regard to his general benevolence, 
would be manifest from the first comprehensive 
expression of his purpose, but the channel into 
which that benevolence was to flow, or the objects 
toward whom he was pleased to direct it, would 
surely be as apparent from the other. Many 
might be grieved, or might even take offence be- 
cause they were cut off, but the testator was free 
to do what he chose with his own; and now 
suppose that such a case came before the compe- 
tent authorities for adjudication, how would the 
decision in equity be given? Would it be in 
favour of the general and equivocal phrase, or in 
favour of the explicit and defining one? In 
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favour of the phrase which could bear only ong 
meaning, or of the phrase, which, though gene- 
ral, was also quite consistent with the particular 
and limiting clause? The impartial mind can 
see in this case, how the precise, accurate, and 
unambiguous sentence would be used to explain 
or interpret the more vague one; and the same 
rule, we think, is to be applied to the case before 
us. Two texts, the one, explicit and limiting ; 
the other, general or impersonal, are employed, 
and you can easily see which should qualify the 
other. Let the mists of controversy be cleared 
away, and the subject calmly viewed, it will then 
intuitively appear that this solution is the only 
one that meets the case. 

And if so, then do we get hold of a simple rule 
by which to guide our way amid the difficulties of 
this important question. The one or the other 
class of texts Must be explained in accordance 
with its apparently opposite, and we have seen, 
what indeed reason and common sense demand, 
that the special must define or interpret the gene- 
ral texts. For example, “the sheep” for whom 
Christ laid down his life, are scattered everywhere 
throughout “the whole world.” “The Church” 
for which he gave himself, is made up of men 
from every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
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nation. The “peculiar people” whom Christ 
died to redeem and purify, are not confined to a 
country or a continent—they are found through- 
out the whole world, for every section of the globe 
has contributed its quota to swell the numbers of 
the redeemed. The men for whom Christ pray- 
ed in his intercessory prayer, when preparing to 
leave this world, were not of the Jews alone, but 
of the universal race of man. “ For his sheep,” 
scattered as they were, through all countries, 
and over all time, he laid down his life, and 
according to his own words, for none other. 
“ His peculiar people” he redeemed and puri- 
fies, and according to the Scriptures he purifies 
and redeems none but them. All that God gave 
him he will save, and none other.* No doubt, 
many blessings are imparted to men in conse- 
quence of the death of Christ. The general con- 
dition of the world is improved by the spread of 
Christianity, and had it not been for the atone- 
ment of Jesus, the men of this world would have 
been what the hopeless angels are. And beyond 


* .“ Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually 
valled, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved,-but the elect 
only.”—Confession of Faith, chap. iii. sec. 6. To all those 
for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he doth certainly 
and effectually apply and communicate the same.” —Jb2d. chap. 
viii. sec. 8. 
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all controversy, had it pleased the Father, the Son 
could have saved the universal race of Adam. 
Had God laid on him the iniquities of all man- 
kind, the Saviour could have borne them all away. 
But he “laid down his life for the sheep.” All 
of them, therefore, do savingly benefit by the 
atonement of Christ. The Spirit of God makes 
them partakers of His rich reward even here ; 
“the work of righteousness is peace, and the 
effect of righteousness, quietness, and assurance 
for ever,” even amid the vicissitudes of a world 
where all are “ groaning, and travailing together 
in pain ;” and hereafter the men that have learned 
to follow the Lord fully will follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he leadeth ; so that, having tried 
to unravel the difficulties of this doctrine, with 
the Bible for our guide, we now announce the 
conclusion of the whole matter in the terms of the 
Confession of our faith :—<‘“ The Lord Jesus, by 
his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, 
which he, through the eternal Spirit, once offered 
up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of 
his Father, and purchased not only reconciliation, 
but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, for all those whom the Father hath given 
to him.” * 


* Confession of Faith, chap. viii. sec. 5. The following 
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Having arrived at this conclusion,—viz., that 
Christ died for his Church—his peculiar people 
—his sheep—for those whom the Father had 
given him, we are now finally to substantiate and 
confirm the doctrine, by the general tenor of Scrip- 
ture, by reason, and an appeal to facts. 

Our Scripture arguments are of themselves of 
course decisive. The very name of Jesus, with 
the divine interpretation thereof, speaks of a 
limited atonement. ‘“ He shall be called Jxsus, 
for he shall save m1IS PEOPLE from their sins ;” 
and unless the universal race of man be his 


section, in part already quoted, exhibits very clearly the doc- 
trine of the Church of Scotland on the subject :—‘t They who 
are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are 
effectually called unto faith in Christ, by his Spirit work- 
ing in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept 
by his power through faith unto salvation. either are any 
other redeemed by Christ,” &e.—Ibid., chap. iii. sec. 6. The 
other Standards are equally explicit; for example :—“ Christ 
executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering himself 
a sacrifice for the sins of his people,’ &c.—Larger Cate- 
chism, No. 44. Again, ‘‘ Redemption is certainly applied, and 
effectually communicated, to all those for whom Christ hath 
purchased it,’ &c.—Tbid., No. 59. Inits 17th Article, the 
Church of England speaks in this manner,—‘“‘..... God 
...- hath constantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to 
deliver from curse and damnation, those whom he hath chosen 
in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to 
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour..... A 
I 
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people, he is neither in purpose, nor in fact, their 
Saviour. Again, THE ELECT alone are said to be 
free from every charge, because Christ hath died.* 
It was announced of old that He should “re- 
deem Israzt from all his iniquities.” We have 
seen that “Christ loved his Church, and gave 
himself for rr.” We are assured, that “ by one 
offering, he hath perfected for ever THEM THAT 
ARE SANCTIFIED.” “The righteousness of God, 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, is unto all and 
upon all them that believe,”—belief itself being a 
gift of God. We read of some whom no created 
power can “ pluck from the Father's hand.” We 
hear of others ‘“‘ whose names are in the book 
of life ;” and we have already quoted the saying, 
“Feed the Church of God which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.” Throughout the 
New Testament we notice a distinction carefully 
drawn between those that are with Christ, and 
those that are against him,—those that are the 
children of God, and those that are the children 
of the wicked one,—between vessels of wrath, 
and vessels meet for the Master’s use, to whom 
God in Christ manifests himself in another way 
than he does unto the world. 

Now what is the sum of all these sayings? 


* Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
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Certainly the Church of Christ does not include 
all men. Those whom Christ hath sanctified, 
and for ever perfected, are surely not “ the whole 
world.” Nay, but Christ expressly excludes the 
thought, for he says, “I pray not for the world,” 
and we are therefore shut up to the conclusion 
that Christ died only for his “‘ peculiar people,” 
—the men whom he “redeemed to God by his 
own blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation.” There may, and we believe 
that there will hereafter come a dispensation of 
universality, when “the new heavens and the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,” shall 
be established; but at present, we live under an 
economy of grace, or sovereign selection, where 
many are called and few are chosen, concerning 
which the Heart-searcher so significantly said, 
*“ When the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith in the earth?” And this is the old path 
which men are to search for, and walk in, that 
they may glorify God and enjoy him for ever. 
Undazzled and unseduced by the vague and un- 
scriptural theology which would lead us to sup- 
pose that the whole world is to be converted 
while the Son of God himself makes the contrary 
so plain, we are to hold fast the form of sound 
words which he taught, assured that in doing so 
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we are, through grace, holding fast eternal Ife ; 
for “the words which Christ speaketh they are 
spirit, and they are life.” 

Further, if we consult reason on this subject, 
it appears to us not merely to sanction, but de- 
mand the conclusion we arrive at, viz., that the 
general phrases must be explained by the special 
texts regarding the atonement. For example, if 
Christ’s sacrifice was offered for the whole world, 
it was so either by accident or design. If by 
accident, then God is not the sovereign Disposer 
of all. He acts without design, and one august 
transaction on which the eternal life of myriads 
depends, took place without him or his arrange- 
ment. But if the atonement was made for all by 
design, then that design has been disappointed, 
—God’s purpose has fazled, for all men are not 
saved ; and who, without recoiling, can hear such 
a conclusion announced! Who will adopt an 
opinion that leads to that result! If the blood 
of the Cross was shed purposely for all, why, ac- 
cording to God’s design, are all not brought nigh ? 
Because of unbelief? But was not unbelief also 
atoned for? If not, why say that Christ died 
for all ? 

Or, further, we have found that Christ paid his 
people’s debt as their surety, that he bore their 
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punishment as their substitute, that he was him- 
self their ransom as their deliverer,—in short, he 
“ offered himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, and reconcile us unto God.” | Now, consider 
here, if Christ satisfied divine justice for the 
whole world, should not the whole world be 
saved? Can the Judge of all the earth exact 
satisfaction twice,—that is, both from the sinner, 
and from his substitute? If Christ died for all 
and every man, if he paid the uttermost farthing 
for all, if he bore the sins of all in-his own body 
on the tree, if by his stripes all are healed, then, 
does it not follow that all must be saved? Surely 
both the debtor and his surety cannot be visited 
for the same debt, by the Holy One and the Just, 
so that the justice of God, as satisfied by the 
sacrifice of Christ, stands in the way of universal 
atonement. If Christ died to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, then reason cannot help concluding, either 
that all must be acquitted, or that Christ did not 
die for all. 

And this we hold to be one of the strongest 
arguments for a limited atonement ; for, would it 
not be strange and incongruous to speak of Christ 
ransoming men who continue for ever slaves,—of 
his taking away sin, while yet men lie for ever 
under its punishment? Would it not be passing 

Live 
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strange to speak of Christ procuring the pardon 
of sins which shall never be pardoned, making 
the peace of men with God while yet the wrath 
of God abideth on multitudes? The design of 
Christ’s death was to “ bear our sins in his own 
body on the tree ;” and is it not a contradiction 
to say that we ourselves must still bear them, and 
that forever! He delivered his people from the 
curse, being made a curse in their stead, and yet 
must they bear it themselves, and that for ever! 
“ There is no condemnation for them that are in 
Christ.”—Must that prove untrue, and myriads 
perish for whom he is said to have died? How 
strange the doings of the Judgment-day must 
seem, if both the sinner and his substitute shall 
be found to be punished for the self-same sins! In 
one sentence, in what sense can Christ be said to 
atone for men, or save men who are never saved ? 
What would be thought of the physician who 
should tell us he had restored the health of a whole 
family, while we saw several of its members dead 
before oureyes? What would be thought of the 
man who should profess that he had freed us 
from some dreaded danger, while we felt the blow 
coming down, or were crushed beneath it? So 
that we are here forced to the conclusion alike by 
revelation, and the reason which God has given 
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us, that as all will not, in fact, be saved, Christ 
did not, in purpose, atone for all.* 

We might produce yet other arguments from 
reason. For example, we might show that the 
doctrine of atonement could bring no consolation 
to a wounded spirit, if, after all those for whom 
Jesus atoned may perish for ever. We would ask 
the men who know what sin is, as the poison of 
the soul, and what the wrath of God on account 
of sin, when the Holy Spirit has quickened the 
conscience, could you find any peace or rest to 
your troubled spirit, were it a fact that myriads 
of those for whom Jesus atoned are nevertheless 
to perish? If my sins, after being imputed to 
Christ, may notwithstanding be visited on me, 
how uncertain and insufficient is the ground of 
my trust, how baseless may my hopes of pardon 
prove 2? On this, however, we do not insist, and 
leaving for a future section the difficulties that 
attach to the scheme of a limited atonement, we 
draw to a conclusion, by a simple appeal to fact. 
The believer has two methods of ascertaining the 
mind of God,—/irst, from what he says; and, 


_ secondly, from what he does, employing his Word 


to illustrate his ways.t Let us reverently inquire 


~* Owen, Salus EHlectorum Sanguis Jesu, book iv. chap. 3. 
+ Psalm cyii. 43. 
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then, as to the mind of God, by glancing at what 
actually happens. Christ obtained “eternal re- 
demption,”—according to the Bible he died ex- 
pressly for that purpose. Now, is it a fact that 
he obtains eternal redemption for al/? Are all 
actually redeemed? If he has, then away with 
no small portion of the Bible; but if he has not, 
then must we, with the Word of God for our 
guide, abandon the notion of an atonement in- 
tended, in any sense at all connected with sal- 
vation, for the whole race of man. Take the case 
of any congregation assembled to worship,—sup- 
pose there were but one among them all who 
shall perish at the last, and who would say that 
Christ obtained eternal redemption for that one ? 
If he did, it could only be to give intensity to his 
guilt in rejecting it; and so the Saviour would 
have died, in fact, not to save men, but to increase 
their criminality. The very fact that some are 
saved, and some perish, proves that Christ died 
not for all in any sense that is worth contending 
for. 

We know there is a difficulty in many a mind 
upon this subject, but we think it such a diffi- 
culty as every man feels in submitting to the 
sovereignty of God. He doth according to His 
pleasure in heaven or here, but ever since Satan 
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succeeded with his fatal bribe, “ Ye shall be as 
gods,” man dislikes that sovereignty,—it is long 
before we practically learn to be “ still, and know 
that God is God.” To that, however, all his 
children must come under the discipline of his 
providence and grace, and then no longer will 
_the controversy last regarding the extent of the 
atonement. Free grace will be glorified ; a con- 
verting Spirit honoured ; self laid low in the 
dust. ‘ Will not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” ‘ Nay, but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God ?”—“ Just and true are all 
thy ways, thou King of saints.’——“ Even so, O 
Father, for so it seemeth good unto thee,” will 
become the deep conviction of the soul. * 
* The following trilemma has been propounded on the sub- 
ject of the extent of the atonement :—Christ died either 
For all the sins of all men, or 
For all the sins of some men, or 
For some sins of all men. 
If the last be adopted, then all men have some sins to answer 
for—Christ is to none a complete Saviour: and all men must 
perish. If the first be adopted, then all men must be saved, 
which is contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture; and it is 
yielding the whole matter to say that unbelief prevents their 
salvation. The second alternative, therefore, remains the 
truth. See Dr Owen's treatise, already quoted, book i. chap. 
3, sub fin. It, in fact, exhausts the controversy, both against 
Arminians regarding the extent, and Socinians regarding the 
existence, of the atonement. 
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And let believers give God the glory. Who 
hath made them to differ? Who gave them the 
willing mind? What have they that they have 
not received ? Who transferred their sins to the 
Redeemer, and his righteousness to them? The 
way into the holiest is open only by the blood of 
Jesus ; but the invitations to enter are catholic 
and free, and on these invitations we are to act, 
and that is the practical solution of the difficulty 
that must be acquiesced in by every child of God. 
We know not His secret mind, but the things 
which are revealed we do know; and at his bid- 
ding we preach the Gospel to every creature under 
heaven, that the use of His appointed means may 
conduce to His fore-appointed ends. He stands 
at the door and knocks. He waits to be gracious. 
He beseeches us to turn and not die,—and who 
will resist a beseeching God? God's invitations, 
and not his secret purpose, I repeat, form our 
warrant to rest on Christ, and plead his finished 
work. Resting there, we are safe amid the crash 
and upbreak of the globe. If we are not found 
resting there, this will at last be discovered to be 
the reason,—not God's secret purpose, which we 
do not, cannot know,—but “* Ye would not come 
to me that ye might have life.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


The Difficulties connected with the Atonement—The Sove- 
reignty of God as taught by the Saviour in Matt. xi. 25, 26— 
Practical method of surmounting the Difficulties—Instances 
in life— An analogous case in another Science—Applica- 
tion of the Solution to various cases—God’s Invitations our 

_ Warrant to come—Not to be influenced at all by what God 
has kept secret-—His Free Offers to be closed with, or we 
sin— The Offers—Is. xlv. 22; Is. lv. 1; Matt. xi. 28-30; 
Rev. xxii. 17; Ps. ex. 3—Conclusion. 


Were any child, just entering on his education, 
waywardly to insist on being taught some of the 
highest departments of science, you would at 
once perceive how perverse and unreasonable 
that conduct would be. And were that child to 
refuse to attend to any elementary lesson, unless 
those high departments were first made plain, it 
would be obvious to all that such conduct made 
progress impossible. Ignorance even of elemen- 
tary truth would be the entailed result. 

Yet wayward as this conduct would seem, it 
is precisely identical with what many display in 
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religion. In the Word of God there are things 
difficult to be understood, as well as things so 
plain that the wayfaring man, though a fool, can- 
not misunderstand them. Now, you can easily 
perceive, that the mght way to become fit for 
mastering the difficult, would be to begin by 
practising the easy. But instead of acting in 
this rational way, it often happens that men per- 
plex and embarrass themselves at the very out- 
set, with what is difficult and profound, or even 
inscrutable. As if there were no plain and simple 
lessons in the Bible for beginners in religion, men 
would pass on at once to the profound and the 
mysterious, insisting that the deep things of God 
shall be made plain, ere they proceed to the 
simple, the elementary, and the edifying. Ata 
glance we may see how this must as effectually 
prevent the growth of saving knowledge, as the 
waywardness of the child referred to would pre- 
vent his acquiring even the elements of earthly 
science. 

At the same time, there are confessedly diffi- 
culties connected with religion, which often per- 
plex and try men’s minds, and to one of these we 
adverted in the previous section. We can sup- 
pose an honest, ingenuous mind anxious for an 
explanation of the difficulty arising from the un- 
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questionable fact, that Christ “laid down his life 
for the sheep,” contrasted with the equally un- 
questionable truth, that the offer of salvation is 
to be preached to “‘ every creature under heaven.” 
On the one hand, it is declared that Christ “gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify to himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” On the other hand, the 
Gospel commission is, ‘‘ Go ye and teach all na- 
tions.” Or, on the one hand, it is said, that 
“God would have all men to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth;” while, on the other, the 
Lord Jesus said, in words of deepest meaning, 
“T thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes.” Now, such statements do produce 
a difficulty in some men’s minds, and our present 
object is to endeavour, by the blessing of God 
the Spirit, to show how that difficulty may be 
surmounted, so that the believer in Christ, the 
child of God—noi the controversialist, but the 
Christian, may find peace, and joy, and holy 
satisfaction, even in the deepest things of the 
Spirit. 

There is one text, then, already quoted, which 


brings before us in the plainest, clearest form, the 
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sovereignty of Jehovah in reference to his crea- 
tures, and which may guide us in our present 
difficulty. On a certain occasion, the Saviour 
“thanked God, because he had hid certain things 
from the wise and prudent, and had revealed 
them unto babes,” and added, “even so, Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight.” According 
to the spirit of this passage of His Word, the 
Great Overruler enlightens one; he leaves another 
in darkness. To one nation He sends the Gospel ; 
from another he withholds it till the set time be 
come. One man is awakened to seek the salva- 
tion of his soul ; another sleeps on, and apparently 
takes his rest, though the soul be still in the bond 
of iniquity. One of us profits by the atonement 
offered by Christ,—he comes to the fountain, is 
washed, and justified, and sanctified, has peace 
with God, and so rejoices in the liberty with 
which Christ maketh free; but another man, his 
neighbour perhaps beside him, hears of all this — 
as if he heard it not. From the one, the things 
of God are thus hidden; to the other, they are 
revealed. ‘To the one they are a savour of life 
unto life; to the other, of death unto death. God 
works in his people to will and to do of his good 
pleasure,—others are left in darkness; and all these | 
things suggest a difficulty to many an honest in- 
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quirer. Not merely when the mind is in rebellion 
against God, but even after it has begun to sub- 
mit to him, it is often much perplexed; and the 
design of the following remarks is,—/ir'st, to show 
how the difficulty may be surmounted or ex- 
plained ; and, secondly, to apply that explana- 
tion to some prominent points in religion, for the 
guidance and comfort of the people of God. 

How, then, may this practical difficulty in 
such a case be surmounted? On the one hand, 
we have found that “ Christ laid. down his life 
for the sheep,’—that he died to “redeem and to 
purify a PECULIAR PEOPLE ;” on the other, the 
invitation is addressed To att. On the one 
hand, the benefits of Christ’s death are to extend 
only fo some ; on the other, the invitations of the 
Gospel are most catholic and free,—and how is 
this to be explained ? 

I answer, it will never be explained to the in- 
quirer’s satisfaction by any theoretical process. 
The only method by which it can be solved, is in 
the school of practice ; for a holy life, under the 
guidance of God’s Spirit, is the grand dissolver of 
all such difficulties. If we sit down determined 
first to explain the deep things of God, or never 
to adopt them, we may die without obtaining an 
explanation. But if we take what is simple, plain, 
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and edifying—if we proceed to act according to 
that, then, in so acting as the Holy Spirit enables 
us, light and more light arises, it is done to us 
according to the saying of Christ, “If any man 
will do my Father’s will, he shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God.” We may at- 
tempt to adjust our opinions according to a theo- 
retical system of our own, but the soul is not 
benefited thereby, till we learn by the grace of 
God to do and not to speculate. “The secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him; he will 
show THEM his covenant.” The deep things of 
God are hid from the wise and the prudent—the 
men that would master difficulties by their own 
wisdom and their own might ; but the same deep ~ 
things are made plain to babes—to those who 
become as little children—who sit down in meek 
docility to hear what God will say, to practise 
what they know, and hope that, in God’s good 
time, he will so enlighten them by his Spirit as 
to make what seems crooked straight, and what 
seems mysterious simple. How can these things 
be? is more frequently the inquiry of covert 
scepticism, or subtle infidelity, than of love for © 
truth. “Unto the upright there ariseth light 
in the darkness,” and “if ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” 
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You will see, then, that the grand solution of 
all such difficulties in religion, should be sought 
in the school of holy practice. They are solved 
by Christian experience, rather than by argument 
and speculation. Doing the will of God accord- 
ing to what we know, is the Saviour’s own direc- 
tory for learning more and more of the mind of 
his Father, and our Father—the Lord of heaven 
and earth. 

I know not in how many ways this might be 
illustrated in life and conduct. Consider, for 
example, the case of the learned, and the gifted, 
‘and the wise of earth. They are perhaps accom- 
plished in the science that connects us with things 
that are seen. From the cedar on Lebanon to 
the hyssop on the wall, from the veriest sand- 
grain to the most vast of all the globes that roll, 
their knowledge may be equally accurate and 
profound. They could measure the ocean, and 
count to you the stars of the midnight sky, and 
tell their masses and their names. But in the 
science which tells of things unseen, which comes 
from heaven to guide us thither, O how unlearned 
and unstable are they—and why? ‘They have 
not been pornG the will of God. They have not 
sought for knowledge, nor for the solution of 


difficulties in the school of Christ,—that is, the 
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school of a holy life, where the Spirit of God 
enlightens, and the religious knowledge that is 
learned in any other school, is but theory, or 
guessing at the best. “ Ah, Lord God, doth he 
not speak parables!” is the most that such a mind 
attains to. It may struggle to comprehend them, 
but they lie too deep for its penetration, too high 
for its soaring, while untaught by the Spirit of 
God. 

But consider, next, the case of some poor, and 
perhaps overlooked disciple of Christ. She may 
be a lone woman, fed by the hand of charity, and 
befriended only by the Christianity of those that 
know her. But she has her Bible. She reads 
there the promise of the Spirit to lead, enlighten, 
and guide her ; and what is her mind concerning ~ 
the difficulties of religion, the perplexities which | 
often bewilder our men of science and of scholar- 
ship, or keep them at a distance from the Sa- 
viour, and all his retinue of blessings? HER 
mind is, that the difficulties of religion do not 
practically affect her; for God undertakes to 
guide his people through them, and with him all 
things are possible. By the grace of God she © 
DOES according to what she KNows ; and in the 
school of holy practice, without one hour of debate- 
or speculation, she at once comprehends God's 
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truth, and is enabled to reduce to practice what 
others regard as mysterious or repulsive. While 
others are debating and contending, she is doing, 
obeying, acquiescing. She knows the Lord, be- 
cause she follows on to know him. Her hand is 
diligent, and she, therefore, makes rich in religion. 
She thus walks composedly onward to enjoy the 
prize of her high calling; and cases not a few 
could be easily pointed out, in which the deepest 
things of God have become the staff and the stay 
of such unlearned, but wise believers’ souls. 

Or contemplate this matter from another point 
of view. It will be very clear to every meditative 
mind, that we, as moral beings, cannot be guided 
by the secret mind of God, because we do not 
know it. ‘The secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God,—those things which are revealed 
belong to us and to our children.” For example, 
God has not revealed who they are that will 
benefit by the atonement. He has called them a 
peculiar people. They are described as his sheep, 
his children, his chosen, and mentioned under 
various other names, but he has not told us who 
they are,—that, therefore, is a secret thing which 
belongs only to the Lord our God. On the other 
hand, he has most openly revealed this fact, that 
the chief of sinners are welcome to his favour in 
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Christ,—that Christ can save to the uttermost all 
that come to God by him,—that whosoever will 
may come,—that every one that is weary may 
come ; nay, more, the Celestial has actually con- 
descended to beseech us to come. The invitation 
is cast freely abroad among us, and that is a thing 
openly revealed, and which, therefore, belongs to 
us and our children. Now, let us act on what is 
revealed and plain. Instead of seeking to pene- 
trate the secrets of the Eternal mind, be it our 
endeavour to reduce to practice what He has been 
pleased to divulge; and in that school, and in 
none other, may we expect that the Spirit of God 
will guide us unto all truth. Our warrant to 
come to Christ is not God’s secret purpose, but 
God’s free invitation—God’s urgent offer—his 
melting entreaty. Be that invitation closed with 
as coming from God, that urgent offer accepted, 
that melting entreaty yielded to, and then in the 
school of Christ the deep things of the Spirit 
will be revealed even unto babes. “If in any 
thing we be otherwise minded, God will reveal 
even that unto us.” 

We may not have succeeded in lodging in 
the inquirer’s mind the truth we are trying to 
unfold,—that our difficulties in religion are most 
easily surmounted in the school of practice and 
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Christian experience—but in the hope of fixing 
it in the minds of all, we advance the following 
illustration, Among the ancients it was sup- 
posed that this earth is a plain surface. It was 
never conjectured, or conjectured only by one 
or two, that our world is a globe: the reason- 
ings of men proceeded on the supposition that 
the earth was a vast level plain, indefinitely ex- 
tended, but hemmed in at last by the sea or the 
sky. At the same time, it was supposed that on 
the other side of our earth there were inhabitants, 
but how they could live, and move, and dwell 
in that position, continued a mystery to all, and 
theories the most grotesque and fabulous were 
formed for the solution of the difficulty. At 
length, however, science and discovery, like two 
witnesses, proved that the earth was not a plain 
surface, but a globe, and all the difficulty van- 
ished. What mere theory never could achieve, 
fact and experience at once made patent, without 
effort, and actually without explanation ; and the 
very same result will follow in religion if our 
experience be such as the Word of God directs, 
and the Spirit of God conducts to. It may seem 
strange to speak of a limited atonement, and an 
universal offer; but let the humble inquirer pro- 
ceed, through grace, to do the will of God, and by 
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the Spirit’s power he will know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God. Is it the privilege of prayer 
to which God invites us? Be that privilege pro- 
fited by, and difficulties regarding God’s needed 
help in prayer will disappear. Is it to look to 
Christ, the sinner’s Atonement, and his All, 
that God commands? Then be the command, 
as God’s, obeyed, and light will arise in the 
midst of darkness,—the Spirit will take of the 
things of Christ, and show them to the soul. Is 
it the high ordinance of the Supper that should 
be solemnized? Then be that ordinance, as 
Christ's appointment, observed, and “ while we 
are yet speaking, God will hear,—yea, before we 
ery, God will answer.” It may be with us as 
with the Church of old,—“ or ever we are aware 
our soul may be made like the chariots of Ammi~ 
nadib.” 

But without expatiating longer on what may 
appear abstract or theoretical, we would now 
apply what has been said for the guidance and. 
comfort of those who desire the sincere milk of 
the Word, that they may grow thereby. 

Consider, then, that the benefits of Christ's 
atonement are offered freely to the chief of sin- 
ners. Had God commanded us to deserve these 
benefits ere we could enjoy them, that would 
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have been a difficulty insurmountable by man. 
But no merit is needed to purchase an interest in 
Christ. No repentance going before is required 
to fit us for it. As sinners, we are to come 
straightway to the Saviour ; as spiritually diseased, 
we are to resort on the instant to the physician ; 
as poor, we are to apply forthwith for the un- 
searchable riches. We are to bring our sins aT 
ONCE to the Saviour, that they may be pardoned ; 
our pollution, that it may be washed away; our 
weakness, that it may be turned into strength ; 
our sorrows, that they may all be soothed: and 
for all this, and much more than tongue of man 
can tell, our full free warrant is the invitation— 
the offer of the God that cannot lie. Surely, 
then, a free offer on Gon’s part should be follow- 
ed by as prompt acceptance on ows. Sinners, 
the unrighteous, the ungodly, the lost,—these are 
the men whom God invites; and could we, with 
all simplicity of mind, close with his invitation, 
then the most timid might be bold, or the most 
contrite in heart might enter on the possession of 
joys, of which the milk and the honey of Canaan 
were but a meagre type. By this process, the 
hand of the diligent would make rich,—then 
should we know if we followed on to know the 
Lord,—living in the Spirit, and walking in the 
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Spirit, he would lead us in a plain path to the 
home where the ransomed see no more darkly 
as in a glass, where the reasons even of God's 
sovereign dealings will be patent to his redeemed. 
But further, the results of Christ’s atonement, as 
mentioned in a former section, are not only freely 
offered—-they are, moreover, sure, for the cove- 
nant that was ratified in Christ's blood is “ well 
ordered in all things, and sure, being confirmed 
even by the oath of Him that cannot lie.” Its 
promises are suited to every case, and its certain- 
ty is designed to extirpate all suspicion. “As the 
blood of the Paschal lamb, sprinkled on the door- 
posts and the lintels, told of the safety of those 
who dwelt there, does the blood of “ our Passover 
sacrificed for us” tell of our safety from the second 
death. We have thus the very faithfulness of 
God as the basis of hope, if we will only believe 
him. While Jehovah commands us to behold 
the Lamb whose blood cleanseth from all sin, he 
beholds that Lamb himself, and is satisfied—the 
High Priest of our profession is the Lamb that 
was slain, by God’s appointment, from the foun- 
dation of the world. Now, as all was fixed by 
the unchanging God, O, surely you may rest upon 
His fixture with most undoubting confidence. 
Let no abstract difficulty deter you. Seek not to 
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penetrate the secrets of the eternal mind, for they 
belong to God, and cannot influence a moral 
being ; but take hold of the things that are re- 
vealed, for they belong to us. Acting thus, we 
take hold of everlasting life. We know by ex- 
perience, what can be savingly known in no other 
way, what it is to come to “ Jesus the Mediator 
of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprink- 
ling, that speaketh better things than that of 
Abel.” The promise of the Spirit will thus lead 
to the joys of the Spirit, and the weary soul is at 
last made glad with God’s own peace. 

Or further, on the supposition that we are wil- 
ling to learn God’s truth in the school of Chris- 
tian experience, we mention again, that in that 
school the blood of sprinkling is soon discovered 
to have a hallowing, and, therefore, a comforting 
effect. The believer comes to the Cross on which 
Christ died, the just for the unjust. He there 
beholds the effects and the nature of sin. He 
learns that it is the antagonist of Jehovah; so 
that, if sin were not fettered by the Almighty 
God, it would not rest till the eternal nature were 
subverted. Obtaining these views of sin at the 
Cross of Christ, the believer learns to hateit. He 
looks on Him whom sin did pierce, he mourns, 


and is in bitterness, till the intensity of his sorrow 
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urges him again and again to the fountain where 
there is purity, and therefore peace. By this pro- 
cess, holiness is produced,—and where holiness 
exists, peace, and consolation, and happiness, will 
not long be absent. O, how glad would it make 
the soul of many a troubled believer, could we say, 
“Thy sins are all forgiven!” Butwhat we cannot 
say, God has in mercy declared; and it is beside 
the Cross of Christ, in full view of the atonement 
that was offered there, that that blessed result is 
produced. It is there that the believer discovers 
not merely that at some future period the soul will 
be blessed, but that even now, the hand of par- 
doning mercy is blotting out the handwriting that 
condemns, and offering the olive branch which tells 
of peace, made sure through the blood that spealk- 
eth peace between the believer and his God. 
But, if possible, to smooth away every diff- 
culty, and encourage the most desponding, con- 
sider more fully still the invitations that abound 
in the Scriptures. And, first, it is written by the 
prophet, “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth.” What invitation can be 
more free, more catholic, or encouraging? Surely 
this “ voice is to THE SONS OF MEN.” There is 
here no exemption, no restraint. ‘ The ends of 
the earth” are invited to “ see the salvation of our 
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God.” Do you, then, really desire salvation ? 
Is it a certainty that you feel your danger, and 
desire deliverance? Would you be freed from 
the misery in which sin must terminate, unless it 
be taken away according to God’s appointment ? 
Then here is an invitation meant precisely for you. 
It is true that if you do not seek salvation in 
God’s way, that is, if you do not know what sin 
is, and seek salvation from it, you will never 
cordially listen to these words. But if sin bea 
burden, if a rescue be sought, if redemption alike 
from its punishment and power, according to the 
Scriptures, be desired, here is an invitation just 
for you—an invitation from the very God of 
mercy and of truth, to draw near and obtain all 
blessings by obtaining salvation. 

Or again—“‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
_ ye to the waters, even he that hath no money.” 
Now, do you thirst after the favour and friendship 
of your God? Is it true that the felt pollution 
of sin, and the felt danger of your soul, according 
to the Scriptures, have produced some such desire 
after God and his salvation as the feeling of thirst 
produces for drink? And do you feel at the same 
time that you have nothing of your own where- 
with to procure what you require? Then to you 
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this invitation may bring encouragement. Poor, 
feeble, afflicted, the soul may be. But the God 
of free grace meets the soul,—he dwells in the 
humble and contrite heart, and it is thus that he 
soothes it :—-“‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters.” “Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.” ‘He filleth the hungry with 
good things.” It is true that if there be no felt 
want, no desire after God’s salvation, no man 
will come even upon God’s invitation ; for it is 
not more certain that the full soul loathes the 
honeycomb, than that the soul that does not feel 
its spiritual wants has no real desire for an interest 
in Christ. But wherever a man has felt his real 
condition in the sight of God, as poor, and miser- 
able, and guilty, this message will be hailed as 
good news from a far country—“ Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, without 
money and without price.” 

Again, on one occasion the Lord Jesus Christ 
thus addressed the crowd that stood around him : 
—‘‘ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest ;’ and that 
text has already gladdened a multitude whom no 
man can number. Now, are you heavy, laden 
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with sin? Is it so that you have felt it to be 
what God says it is, an evil and a bitter thing ? 
Then this text is your warrant to come to Him 
whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light ? 
You are to come to Him, not after you have 
escaped from the burden, but with the burden on. 
You are to come to Him, not after you have been 
freed from the bond of iniquity, but to be freed; 
and coming thus, on Christ’s invitation, you come 
to share the blessedness of those whom He makes 
free. It is true again, that if you never felt sin to 

be a burden, or the service of sin to be a yoke, you 
will not care for this invitation,—it will be with 
you as with the deaf adder that hears not the 
charmer, charm he ever so wisely. If you come 
at all, it will only be in the spirit of the formalist, 
who seeks nothing more than to lull conscience, 
and lay it more fast asleep amid habitual sins. 
But if you be what Christ here describes, viz., 
weary and heavy laden, then, as friend would rush 
to the embrace of a long-lost friend, or as the 
father hastened to hail his returning son, will your 
soul hasten to the Saviour to be gladdened, re- 
lieved, and unfettered by his power. He draws 
you here by his Word and Spirit—he draws you by 


his ordinances—he draws you by affliction—yes, 
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and he would draw you by the sentiments which 
you are at this moment perusing; and are you so 
enamoured of bondage as to refuse to follow ? 
Once again—It is written, “ The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.” The Spirit here invites. He would 
persuade and enable us to come. The Bride, that 
is, the Church of Christ, invites. She has felt 
the blessed effects of coming. She knows Christ’s 
power to redeem, purify, and save. She, there- 
fore, takes up the invitation of the Spirit. She 
presses it on the sinner’s notice, that he may taste 
and see that God is good. Then he that heareth 
is to say, come. That is, the Christian is to 
invite and encourage his fellow-sinners to come. 
He is to bring up a good report of the land, to 
exhibit the clusters of Eshcol, and so induce men, 
by his example, to come to the fountain opened 
forsin. And then, finally, the invitation is made 
yet more wide and free; for Christ himself pro- 
claims, ‘“ whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.” It isa free gift, a present, to who- 
soever will take it; and surely either we are not 
in earnest, or we do not believe that Gop is so, 
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if we are not encouraged by all this to come to 
God in Christ with this confession on our lips— 
“ Whom have I in the heavens but thee ; there 
is none on all the earth I can desire besides thee.” 
True again, all this will be heard like an oft-told 
tale, unless we have some will, some desire, some 
longing to come to God in Christ. The man 
that is at ease in his sins will care little for such 
things. The man that has, perhaps, seared his 
conscience, and quenched God’s Spirit, by habi- 
tual iniquity, will not be persuaded to lay either 
the interests of his soul, or the glory of his God, 
or the welfare of eternity to heart, though one 
were to rise from the dead to plead with and im- 
plore him. But to you, who seek deliverance 
from sin,—to you who would see more and more 
of the salvation of our God,—to you who know 
that there is no joy in comparison of those which 
flow from God’s friendship in Christ, how wel- 
come the invitation, free, and godlike, and un- 
earthly as it is—“ Whosoever witt, let him take 
freely.” To resist all this, is to grieve or to 
quench the Spirit of our God. 

But, blessed be God that we can go further 
still. It is not merely written, ‘“ Whosoever 


will:” it is, moreover, written, “ Thy people 
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shall be willing in the day of thy power.” All 
is of grace from commencement to close; for 
“God works in us to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.” It is thus that He persuades and en- 
ables us to embrace Christ’ freely offered in the 
Gospel, so that all who are weary of sin may 
come to the Cross, or the crucified One. Sin 
loved, sin practised, sin not repented of, is, in 
deed and in truth, a barrier put by man’s own 
hand in the way; but “to this man will God 
look—even to him that is poor and contrite, and 
that trembleth at God’s word ;” for Christ, once 
crucified, is now exalted a Prince and a Saviour, 
to grant repentance and remission of sins. ; 
Such, then, are our closing remarks in con-_ 
nection with the atonement of Christ. Various. 
difficulties are started by ingenious men;—they 
all disappear in the school of Christian experi- 
ence, where the soul is taught by the Spirit of 
God. And all these blessings and benefits form 
a portion of the children’s bread. We set them, © 
therefore, all before you, and say, according to the 
Word of God, “Ho, eyery one that thirsteth, — 
come.” ‘“ Come, for all things are ready.” “ Who- 
soever will, let him freely take.” You may feel — 
as if the hand were palsied, so that you cannot 
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lift it up ; but the God who bids you stretch it 
forth, will give the power todoso. It is true 
that unbelief will keep it palsied still. Or let 
sin be loved and cherished, and then as soon 
shall the ocean ebb and flow at your command, 
as the blessings of the Gospel be enjoyed. But 
to his people God will speak peace, the blessings. 
of the eternal covenant will be on them,—the 
home where the weary are at rest, and the once 
guilty are sinless, will be theirs. 

It is not difficult to suppose that some may 
have glanced at all that has been advanced re- 
garding the atonement, and still be unreconciled 
to their God. It is a doctrine according to god- 
liness, but no godliness may have followed. It 
speaks peace, but no Gospel peace may have been 
enjoyed. It brings the believer nigh to God 
through the atoning Mediator, but God may be as 
little cared for as ever. The Spirit is still grieved 
—the soul still in jeopardy. Sin is still inwoven 
with that man’s heart-strings, and no created 
power can remove it. There is something in the 
unconyerted human heart that can resist both a 
beseeching God, and the love which led the Re- 
deemer to the Cross, and laid him in a grave. 
Only this much would we say, and then leave 
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that soul with God: “There remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment.” “The blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin,’—and nothing but the blood of 
Christ can cleanse from any. “ His blood be on 
us, and on our children,” was the imprecation of 
the Jews of old,—and their wish has been too 
surely fulfilled. Who among us, without uttering 
their words, would be exposed to their doom ! 


THE END. 


Printed by JouN JoHNSTONE, High Street, Edinburgh, 
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we shall be put in possession of it in an English dress. Some of the sheets 
have already appeared, and will tend materially to increase the interest 
felt amongst us in the science of Geography.”— Extract from Speech of tie - 
President of the Royal Geographical Society of London, 1844, . ; 


Edinburgh: JoHn JoHNsSTONE, Hunter Square. 
London: R. GROOMBRIDGE. 
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